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General Articles. 


Nominations to Council R.C.V.S. 


In another week or two the voting papers for 
next Council election will be issued. For the 
information of members we give a list of nomin- 
ations up to the present. 

Messrs. J. H. Carter, W. 8. King, J. Me. [. 
McCall, J. W. McIntosh, J. McKinna, W. J. 
Mulvey, T. S. Price, 8S. H. Slocock, T. F. Spencer. 
G. H. Livesey, Major P. J. Simpson. 

The last two names did not appear on the 
Foreign voting paper issued in January. 

Of these six are old and tried members of 
Council. Of the five new candidates :— 

Mr. W. S. King, of Limehouse, London, E., is 
a member of the Central Veterinary Society ; 
perhaps best known outside his locality by his 
energetic and successful work on behalf of the 
A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 

Mr. J. W. McIntosh, F.R.S.E., Hays Wharf, 
Southwark, London, S.E., has been a consistent 
supporter of the Central Society for years past. 
Early in March, 1919, he contributed a paper on 
“The situation of veterinary politics’’ at their 
monthly meetings, which will be remembered by 
those of the profession who concern themselves 
with its government. 

Mr. Trevor Spencer is known from one end 
of the country to the other as the capable secretary 
(this year President) of the National Association of 
Veterinary Inspectors, besides being an active 
member of his local Division of the N.V.M.A. 

Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove, Sussex, is a well- 
known and_ successful practitioner. He was 
largely instrumental in keeping the Southern 
Counties Division going through the war years, 
and is always to be reckoned on for upholding 
and advancing professional interests. The 
initiation of the working arrangement between 
the Royal Counties, the Southern Counties and 
the South Eastern Divisions was mainly due to 
his efforts—this is one of the most progressive 
features of ‘‘ Association ’’ work in recent years. 
He is also a valued and effective member of the 
Central. 

Major P. J. Simpson has for years past been a 
prominent and capable member of the Royal 
Counties Society, and has earned the good opinion 
of all with whom he has been brought in contact— 


including his army service. His practice is at 
Maidenhead, Berks, a corner of the big dairying 
district. 

Eight members are to be elected. 


Horses for the Continent. 
A WorpD ror THE DEFENCE. 


The profession has a reputation to preserve in regard 
to its concern for the proper treatment of animals, and it 
would be idle to deny that this has sustained, if indirectly, 
something of a shock in the controversies of the past few 
weeks relative to the shipment abroad of what one 
presumes are indeed the lowest representatives of the 
“Class equine. The Press—engineered public outery 
against the system of examination and control in what 
has become popularly known as the worn-out horse traffic 
is not, we are persuaded, without justification, though 
it is not difficult to see in the drastic action by which the 
Government has given recognition to the movement 
for reform, in view of the facts which exist in extenuation, 
a somewhat disproportionate attention to the voice 
(and vote) of people who have heard only one side. For 
these reasons we make no excuse for devoting some space 
this week to the reports of investigations recently made by 
representatives of the Yorkshire Post into the arrangements 
existing at the Humber ports for controlling the export of 
horses. The Post itself lays stress on the provisions of 
the Act of 1914, safeguarding conditions of shipment, 
but inasmuch as the complaints are based not so much 
on the inadequacy of the legal protection given to the 
animals, as upon defects in its application, we pass on to 
the evidence of those on the spot in regard to the con- 
ditions prevailing. 

‘* A Goole railway official who saw nearly every horse 
sent out last year, assured our representative that they 
were, for the most part, a good working type of horse, 
and he added that nearly aglozen that were rejected by 
the ‘ vet.’ as not conforming to the standard laid down 
were now being profitably worked in the district around 
Goole. 

“Except when there is a gale blowing in the North Sea, 
the voyage to Antwerp in the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Company’s steamers is made under qujte comfortable 
conditions. The journey usually takes about 214 hours, 
of which only 13 hours is on the open sea, and the risk 
of the horses getting restive and injuring each other is 
minimised by the strong parting boards and slings. We 
were assured by a ship’s officer who has crossed with the 
horses many times, that they do not suffer on the voyage 
unless the weather should happen to be severe, and the 
vessel will stay in the river many hours if necessary to 
secure fair conditions. The animals, this officer said, 
are looked after as well as if they were in the owners’ 
stables, and one of the crew added ‘ They’re eating all 
the time !’ 

‘* Mr. Peacey specifically mentions that among a shipload 
of horses that arrived at Antwerp on February 28th last, a 
number of those from Hull and Goole were lame. This is 
associated with a shipment from Goole on February 26th, 
of 225 horses for Antwerp, 86 for Ghent, and 5 for Rotter- 
dam. Our representative was informed that 38 horses 
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were rejected at the dockside examination, and that no 
lame ones were certified for the voyage. Goole is the 
port from which by far the largest number of horses are 
shipped for the Continent. t year the total was 
19,926. From Harwich the average is understood to 
he only about 20 a week. Of the total number that went 
from Great Britain to Antwerp from January Ist to 
December 31st last year, Goole sent 13,910, Hull 5,138, 
Grimsby 1,007, Tilbury 294, Leith 274. The percentages 
of animals that had to be carted from the ship on arrival 
because unable to walk were:— From Goole 0°23, Hull 
0:27, Grimsby 0°20, Tilbury 0°34, Leith 0°36. Out of the 
foregoing totals the number of horses that were dead on 
arrival were :—-From Goole 25, Hull, 19, Grimsby 3, and 
Leith 5. Horses landed in good condition made up 99°36 
per cent. of the whole. There has undoubtedly been a 
great improvement in recent years in the conditions 
of the traffic.” 

The Hull representative of the paper writes :—** Ten 
or twelve years ago, when Hull lay under the stigma of a 
cruel traffic in horseflesh, I made a very careful inquiry 
into the situation here, saw the horses shipped, and 
inspected their quarters at the quayside and on board the 
steamers. I found no ground whatever for the charges 
of inhuman practices, and no cruelty to the horses beyond 
the discomfort of a sea voyage which is felt by every man 
or beast. The case against the traffic rested entirely 
upon the actual condition of the animals exported, and at 
that time this had greatly improved. Nevertheless, the 
agitation of a decade ago had excellent results. We have 
now a much higher standard of inspection, and a horse 
passed for shipment must be fit and capable of being 
worked, and there is a veterinary inspector of the Ministry 
of Agriculture at the port of embarkation, whose duty 
it is to see that all the conditions are fully observed. I 
made + gp inquiry as to the suggestion in the report that 
the unfit animals reaching the other side ‘might have 
been substitutes for animals actually passed at the port 
of embarkation,’ and I was assured by those most likely to 


know that it is impossible to smuggle on board ship a horse 


that has not passed the inspector. In fact, there is a 
shipment officer in the service of the Corporation who has 
to see that only those horses are sent that are branded with 
a‘ P.’ and bear a label showing the date and the signature 
of the owner. All concerned in the shipment of horses 
are disinterested parties ; in fact, not one penny is made 
out of the traffic by the City Corporation, all the profits 
going to the dealers and the carriers. 

“From Hull alone there are two shipments a week to 
Antwerp and Rotterdam, and during the three months 
ending the 3lst March this year, 2,750 horses of all kinds 
have passed the inspection of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
and have been sent to the Continent. They came from 
Leeds, Sheffield, Blackburn and Birmingham, and were 
mostly dray or van horses. A large proportion of them 
reach Hull with auctioneers’ labels attached to them, 
showing that they had been purchased by dealers in the 
auction marts. If horses are exported that are unfit 
for work how is it that they escape the vigilant eyes of 
the officers of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals? Moreover, a horse that is unfit for a sea 
voyage is unfit to travel in a train, and yet 75 per cent. 
of these animals come into Hull by rail. 

**T have heard of cases of horses that have been rejected 
as unfit for shipment abroad being sent straight to work 
at home, and not very long ago a horse that had been 
rejected at the docks as unfit for export was sold to a 
carting agent, and when the owner was summoned for 
cruelly working it, the case was dismissed, and the 
defendant got his costs.” 


Owing to the outbreak of cattle disease in Brazil, Bolivia, 
and Paraguay, a decree has been issued by the Argentine 
Government prohibiting the importation of cattle and 
forage from those States. The importation of forage 
and cattle from Europe is also temporarily forbidden. 


7th May, 1921. 


ELECTION OF R.C.V.S. COUNCIL. 


Upon another page of this issue will be found 
the names of the eleven gentlemen who have been 
nominated to date for membership of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The 
election takes place at the annual general meeting 
to be held in Edinburgh on Thursday, June 2nd. 
The voting papers will be issued to all 
members on the Register in the United Kingdom 
on Thursday, May 19th, and must be returned not 
later than Thursday, May 26th. 

There are nine vacancies, for, in addition to 
the eight members who retire by rotation, Mr. 
Alexander Lawson has been compelled by ill-health 
to retire. ‘Two of the eight retiring members are 
not seeking re-election, so that in any event there 
will be an accession of three new members to the 
Council. 

We would urge upon members the importance 
of exercising their vote, and of giving the matter 
more than the perfunctory attention that appears 
to have been bestowed upon it in the past. The 
call for ‘‘new blood,’’ for instance, would be 
revealed as something more than a mere careless 
desire for change, had there been unmistakable 
evidence upon previous occasions of a_ general 
eagerness to get the right men in the right place. 
It is a truism that now, as never before maybe, 
what is needed is a Council representative of the 
best the profession can boast, in respect of well 
merited energy, of that knowledge of the conditions 
that prevail, and of the possibilities that exist, 
which means power to act with the maximum of 
efficiency, and of that integrity and strength of 
character which produce the personality worthy of 
a position of leadership. 

An election should mean the searching out of 
such men, for their existence among us, though 
not in doubt, is often obscured by a quality which 
is in itself not the least commendable of their 
attributes. We have some sympathy, however, in 


such a time as this with certain nominees, who at 
least cannot be accused of an inability to realise 
that the modesty to which we refer may be 
inimical to the best interests of the profession. 
Would that all the worthy men who have a hand 
to lend and a voice wherewith to counsel might 
come forward, that the hour could produce the 
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men we need. In the meantime we have had 
a modest selection of election addresses (of 
promise!); the limelight has been turned on in 
greater or less degree; and now it remains to hope 
for a minimum deviation on the part of the voter 
from any impartiality which is not strictly effected 
by merit. 


Abstracts and Reviews. 


The Body Temperature in Working Oxen. 


F. Belli, in 1916, contributed an article upon this subject 
to Il nuovo Ercolani. The animal heat has its origin in 
the reactions and chemical combinations—oxidations— 
which are affected in the tissues of the organism. During 
work the muscles are the seat of inore active oxidations 
and combinations than during rest. It is rational that 
the production ot heat in the bodies of animals should 
augment sensibly when they are called upon to produce 
motor efforts; and, if this augmentation of heat is not 
compensated by a loss, an elevation of the normal body 
temperature is observed. 

The author has studied this question, experimentally, 
in twenty-nine oxen engaged in distinct classes of work— 
ploughing in loose and shallow ground and transporting 
materials in light carts. The period of work lasted 
eight hours, with a subsequent rest of four hours. 

The work required from these animals was considerable 
in relation to their capacity, and from its duration. 

The temperatures were taken with a tested clinical 
thermometer. ‘The author deduces the following con- 
clusions from the figures he has collected. 

1. During work an elevation of temperature is always 
observed, which commences rapidly after the first hour, 
and gradually augments till it reaches its maximum at 
the third hour. The elevations correspond to from 
04°C, to 0*8°C., according to the conditions. 

2. The augmentation of the body temperature is not 
always proportional to the work done. It is certain, 
however, that the lesser elevation of temperature corres- 
ponds to moderate work, and the maximum one to fatigue. 
Higher elevations are observed in oxen working at the 
plough than in those working in carts. 

During the rest following upon work a lowering of the 
temperature is seen. This fall is more rapid and, relatively 
to the elevation which has been presented, is also more 
iutense in the oxen which fail less from the influence of 
work upon the body temperature. This indicates that 
those organisms which better resist the production of heat 
during work by other compensatory losses also have the 
capacity of compensating the elevation of temperature 
by a marked descent during rest.—( Revista Veterinaria 
de Espana). 

—_—— W. R. C. 
Blood-platelets. 

Blood-platelete, or thrombocites, possess characteristic 
properties, whence result their physiological activity. 
The physical condition of their surfaces causes them to 
adhere to foreign bodies moistened by the blood, and 
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to react to certain modifications of the medium in which 
they find themselves, by agglutination and fusion into 
compact masses. In these respects they differ sharply 
from the white and red blood-cells. 

tovaerts brietly discusses the numerous theories bearing 
on their function, and is inclined to admit that they are 
concerned in blood-coagulation, and that they may play 
a part in anaphylaxis. But it is to another function that 
the author wishes to call attention. ' 

Ii one injects into a rabbit’s jugular a pneumococcus 
pathogenic for that animal, and ono then makes a series 
of examinations of blood drawn from the carotid--- 
microscopically and by plating on suitable media—it is 
found that the number of bacteria remains practically 
constant for the first half hour, after which it increases 
until septiceemia causes the death of the host. 

If, instead, one injects into a rabbit a non-virulent 
staphylococcus or paratyphoid bacillus. the germs are 
eliminated from the circulation in a very short time ; the 
rapidity of diminution being maximal in the first instant 
and then diminishing. The curve which illustrates this 
is a typical adsorption one. 

The examination of blood films made from the two cases 
reveals markedly different features. A few minutes 
after the injection of the non-virulent bacillus one notices 
large masses consisting of many platelets aggregated 
around a number of the germs. Very soon these clumps 
disappear from the circulation, after which time it is im- 
possible to find any of these bacteria in the blood. 

Smears made trom the rabbit infected with the virulent 
pneumococcus may show a certain number of platelets 
agglutinated, but the clusters enclose no germs, which 
remain free and undiminished in number. 

The strain of pneumococcus which caused fatal 
septicemia in the rabbit was avirulent for the dog, and, 
when injected into the jugular of this animal, speedily 
became engulfed by masses of platelets and disappeared 
from the circulation. 

When a mixture of virulent pneumococci and avirulent 
staphylococci was injected into a rabbit, the platelets 
became attached only to the staphylococci. 

It is known that the intravenous injection of bacteria, 
or of any colloidal suspension, is followed immediately by 
leucopenia, and the probable explanation is that the 
leucocytes have accompanied the masses of platelets 
which have aggregated around these foreign bodies to 
where they are held up by the capillaries, these to devour 
them. Thus the fixation of microbes by the platelets 
favours phagocytosis, and its occurrence is a measure of 
the opsonic index of a sample of blood for that particular 
species of germ. 

This protective function is exercised against all foreign 
bodies other than those which, like virulent pnoumococcei 
in rabbit’s blood, have surfaces repellent to platelets, 
and it is well shown when nucleated ducks’ corpuscles 
are injected into a guinea-pig, or Chinese ink into a rabbit. 

The author appears to desire to emphasise the explicable- 
ness of this phenomenon in terms of surface tension and 
adsorption. H. E. H. 


{La fonction antixénique des plaquettes sanguines, 
by Govaerts, Archives Internationales de Physi- 
ologie. Vol. XVI, Fascicule 1, February, 1921, p. 1.] 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


“ IrisH Ver.” sends us the following notes of four 
cases of interest. 


Fleeting Tetanus in a Mare. 


Called to see eleven years old pony mare which 
had foaled without difficulty fourteen days previously. 
Owner told me mare was perfectly well the previous 
evening. When I arrived at the farm mare and 
foal were in the field, and at a distance it was fairly 
obvious what was wrong. The animal showed the 
usual symptoms of tetanus. Neck and limbs stiff, 
spraddling gait, tail slightly raised, jaws very stiff, 
but not completely locked, protrusion of membrana 
nictitans on raising the head, etc. Thinking I had 
the usual case of acute tetanus to deal with, I told 
the owner the animal would not live more than a 
few days, and advised leaving mare and foal quietly 
in the field, as it was mid-June and the nights were 
quite warm. This was done, and no drugs were 
given. I was surprised next day when the owner 
told me the mare was perfectly well again. He said 
the animal showed no change up till night, and when 
he got up in the morning he found her quite normal 
in every way. I saw her a few days afterwards 
driving in harness and apparently nothing amiss. 
I would like to know if any practitioner has noticed 
similar cases. There was no wound that I could 
find. 


Dry Gangrene of Metacarpus in a Cow. 


Subject was a red shorthorn cow with parturient 
red water. Although pneumonia developed on the 
third day and hemoglobinuria persisted for nine 
days, the cow showed wonderful vitality and recovered 
under usual treatment; quinine, etc., twice daily ; 
doses of treacle as a laxative. After recovery cow 
was extremely anemic. A month afterwards I was 
called to the same cow. Owner told me the hoofs 
were falling off her. On examination it was seen 
the two hind legs from below the hocks were in a 
state of dry gangrene. About three inches below 
each hock there was a ring of granulation tissue 
which projected above the level of the skin. Below 
this line of demarcation parts were perfectly dry and 
dead. The tendons had ruptured at the fetlocks 
and the phalanges were at right angles to the meta- 
carpus. The skin had also given way, and lower 
ends of metacarpus were exposed. Slaughter advised 
but delayed for a week, and cow was left in the field. 
She lay down a good deal, but could get up and feed, 
and walked about on the ends of the large meta- 
carpals, the phalanges resting on the ground. There 
being no toxemia during this time, she fed and 
milked fairly well. A post-mortem was not made. 


It would be of interest to know whether this condition 
had anything to do with the red water. 


Diabetes Mellitus in a Sow. 


Asked to attend a sow which had had several 
litters, but was at present barren. The history was 
that for some few months the animal was pining, 
although eating well and having an insatiable thirst. 
Two days before I was called, owner had given half 
an ounce nitre, and repeated it next day. The sow 
had passed no urine for twenty-four to thirty-six 
hours before I was called. I passed a catheter, and 
was surprised at the amount of urine that came away. 
It was not measured, but must have been over a 
gallon and a half. How the bladder escaped rupture 
was a mystery. The sow at this time was in a semi- 
comatose condition. I took some of the urine and 
tested with Fehling’s solution. It gave a distinct 
sugar reaction. The animal became more deeply 
comatose, and died about thirty-six hours afterwards. 
A post-mortem was not made. As I have not seen 
any reference to diabetes mellitus occurring in the 
pig, the case may be of interest. 


Acute Rheumatism in a _ Bullock. 


Attended a three years old bullock in good con- 
dition. Animal was noticed stiff in his movements, 
and not feeding well. When examined, temp. 104°, 
and stiffness in walking. No swellings of joints or 
other parts occurred during his illness. Jugular 
pulse. Sod. salicyl. and sod. bicarb. given twice 
daily of each six drachms. Glauber salts given in 
the drinking water. Animal fed a little and stiffness 
improved during the following week, when the tem- 
perature had fallen to 102°5°. Auscultation gave 
distinct evidence of a heart lesion, and the jugular 
pulse was more marked. Drugs administered 
included sod. salicyl, digitalis, pot. ant. tart. and 
pot. iod. Gloomy prognosis was given, and although 
the stiffness improved somewhat and animal’s appetite 
was a little better during the subsequent week, the 
animal was found dead in his box one morning. Post- 
mortem revealed a greyish white fibrinous clot in 
the left of the heart. It was as big as a cricket ball 
in all, and disseminated over the left auriculo- 
ventricular valve and adherent to it. The greater 
part of the clot extended into the auricle. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Spreciat MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A special meeting of the council was held at the College, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1., on Tuesday, 12th 
April, 1921. 

Present: Mr. G. A. Banham, Major-Gen. Sir L. J. 
Blenkinsop, Messrs. J. B. Buxton, J. H. Carter, W. J. 
Mulvey, T. S. Price, Professor J. Share-Jones, Messrs. 
8. H. Slocock, J. Willett, Sir S. Stockman. 

In the absence of the President, Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Vice-President, was voted to the chair. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

A letter was received from Mr. Alex. Lawson, thanking 
the Council for the resolution passed at the previous 
meeting, but stating that he was compelled to adhere 
to his decision to resign his membership of the council . 
Information was also received as to the death of Mrs. 
Lawson. 
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It was resolved that the resignation of Mr. Lawson be 
accepted with regret, and that an expression of the cordial 
thanks of the council be conveyed to him for his valuable 
services during the past 28 years. That the secretary 
be instructed to express to Mr. Lawson the sincere sympathy 
of the council in the bereavement he has sustained in the 
death of his wife. 

On the proposition of Mr. Price, seconded by Mr. Banham, 
it was resolved that the revised list of Preliminary 
Educational Examinations adopted at the special meeting 
of council on April 8th be confirmed. 

On the motion of Mr. Slocock, seconded by Mr. Carter, 
it was resolved that the following alteration of Byelaw 94, 
passed at the special meeting of council on April 8th, be 
confirmed : — 

94. No student shall be entitled to receive the 
Diploma, or have his name entered on the register of 
the Royal College, until he has completed his 21st year, 
but he may present himself for his Final Examination 
before that date if eligible. 

On the motion of Mr. Price, seconded by Mr. Carter, 
it was resolved that the seal of the College be attached 
to the Byelaws hereby confirmed. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A quarterly meeting of the council of the Fund was 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1., on Thursday, 
April 7th, 1921, when the following members were present : 

Major J. Abson, Major-Gen. Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, Messrs. J. B. Buxton, H. J. Dawes, 
F. W. Garnett, F. Leeds Gooch, G. H. Locke, Dr. J. Mel. 
McCall, Messrs. G. P. Male, S. H. Slocock, E. A. West, 
J. Willett, Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. A. 
Gofton, J. Ewing Johnstone, T. M’Guinness, P. J. L. 
Kelland, C. W. Townsend, W. Jackson Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

The secretary submitted the following report, which 
was duly approved: —Since the previous quarterly 
meeting, the following new subscriptions and donations 
have been received:—- New Members, A. S. Canham, 
10s. 6d.; R. J. Roe, 10s. 6d.; R. Catmur, 10s. 6d. ; 
Donations, Bolton’s Cinema, £29 8s. 0d.; H. King, on 
behalf of Metropolitan Veterinary Surgeons, £3 6s. 6d. ; 
M. Bray, £1 Is. 0d. ; D. Marshall, £2 2s. 0d.; L. Mitchell, 
£1 Is. Od. . 

I have received an intimation of the death of Mrs. 
Brooks, aged 82, which took place on February 14th, 1921. 
Information has been sent to the office that Mrs. Carroll 
has gone to America, but she has not intimated her change 
of address. 

A draft of the annual report was submitted and with 
one or two verbal alterations, was approved and ordered 
to be issued to the members. 


Cases. 


No. 16, Mrs. H.—A report of inquiries made in this 
case was received, and it was resolved that the grant be 
increased to 10s. per week as from April Ist. , 

No. 55, Mrs. P.-—-This case was considered together 
with letters in recommendation from members of the 
profession. It was resolved that a grant of 10s. per week 
be made, commencing from April Ist. 

No. 56, Miss H.~-Daughter of deceased member. On 
the recommendation of Mr. P. Howard, it was resolved 
that a grant equal to 10s. per week be made in this case, 
conditional upon Mr. Howard securing the admission 
of the girl to a suitable school. 

No. 57, Master J. M.—Son of veterinary surgeon. It 
was resolved that a further payment of £10 be approved 
in this case. 


Association Reports. 


Southern Counties’ Veterinary Society. 


The thirty-seventh annual general meeting of this 
Society was held on Thursday, March 17th, at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, 
when the retiring President, Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove, 
presided, and the others present were Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge (London) and Messrs. J. 'T. Angwin (Arundel), 
ik. Whitley Baker (Wimborne), F. Bullock (London), H. 
A. MacCormack (London), J. W. Melntosh (London), 
S. H. Slocock (Hounslow), A. C. Wild (Woking), J. Willett 
(London), and F. W. Willett (Staines). 

Apologies at inability to be present were announced 
from Messrs. J. B. Buxton, G. W. Bloxsome, W. Burt, 
W. A. Collins, F. W. Garnett, F. Hobday, H. Leeney, 
F. G. Samson, P. J. Simpson, C. H. Spurgeon, C. H. 
Sheather, C. G. Saunders, A. Whicher and C. Pack. 

A meeting of the council was first held, when the Hon, 
Secretary’s report and Treasurer’s financial statement 
were passed for submission to the members, and accounts 
amounting to £3 19s. 2d. in connection with the December 
meeting were passed for payment. The Hon. Treasurer 
was also authorised to pay the Society’s contribution 
to the expenses of the joint meeting in London in August, 
1920, the affiliation fees to the National Veterinary 
Association, and the expenses of this meeting, when ascer- 
tained. 

On the proposition of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
J. W. McIntosh, the minutes of the last general meeting, 
as published in the Veterinary Kecord, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 


Students’ Vacation Practice. 


A letter was read from the Royal Veterinary College 
Students’ Union, enclosing a statement of its aims which 
had now received official recognition. In order to assist 
those students who may desire to see practice during the 
vacations, the Union was opening a register wherein are 
recorded the names, experience, and requirements of such 
students, and a complementary register of those gentlemen 
who would be willing to receive them. ‘There were many 
students who were not in touch with veterinary surgeons, 
and possibly many practitioners who numbered no students 
among their immediate acquaintances, but who, if the 
matter were brought to their notice, would be willing to 
assist a student in this respect. The Council of the Union 
therefore asked for the Society’s co-operation and for a 
list of tne names and addresses of such gentlemen as it 
might interest to be forwarded to them. 

The Prestpent did not see how they could turn the 
Society into a registration office for students, but they 
could at least reply that the scheme had been very sym- 
pathetically received. 

Mr. Stocock asked if they could in any way make it 
known to their members that this Union existed. 

Mr. WIL.LETrT took it that the letter would be published 
in the Record. 

Mr. Stococx: If you publish the letter or the purport 
of the letter that will help. I think we should do all we 
can to make the existence of this scheme known. 

It was decided that the letter be acknowledged with an 
intimation that the idea was very sympathetically received, 
and that it would be entered on the minutes. 

A letter was next read from the Mid-West and South 
Wales Veterinary Association, suggesting that the Royal 
Counties, Southern Counties and Western Counties 
Associations combine with the Mid.-West and South 
Wales Association in offering an invitation to the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to hold their 1922 meeting 
in the West of England. 

Mr. WiITELY BakKER suggested that this was a matter 
which might very well be left to their representatives on 
the executive of the National, and on the proposition of 
Mr. McIntosh it was decided that the Secretary reply 
that the proposal was sympathetically received, and that 
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the Society’s representatives on the National would do 
what they could in the matter. 

A circular letter was read from the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association asking for support to a 
resolution in favour of a very considerable concession 
being made to members of the veterinary profession under 
the new motor tax regulations. 

Mr. WuitLtey BAKER remarked that if he might be 
permitted to express his own views very bfiefly about 
the motor tax, it was that taxation should be the same, 
whether the cars were used for private, professional or 
business purposes. He also thought that if they were 
to approach the authorities in a different direction and 
suggest making the users of cars pay according to the 
damage they did to the roads or the amount of petrol 
they consumed, it would be better. 

The Presipent: It is impossible to say what damage 
they do. 

Mr. McIytTosh was afraid it was very little use their 
making any appeal to the authorities on this subject. 

Mr. Stocock: It is no earthly use our doing anything. 
They might get it in Ireland, but we shall never get it. 

It was decided to take no action on the matter. 

The question of appointing a delegate or delegates 
to the forthcoming Congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute at Folkestone next engaged consideration, 
and on the proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by 
Mr. J. Willett, it was decided not to send any delegates 
this year. 

It was pointed out by the President that the next 
joint meeting would be held at Folkestone at the same 
time as the Congress, so that no doubt some of their mem- 
bers would be there in any case, if not as official delegates. 

The How. Secretary regretted to announce that Lieut. 
Colonel Rudd, who was proposed for membership at their 
last meeting, had been compelled to withdraw his nomin- 
ation as he had since received orders for service in India. 

It was decided that the Secretary write to Colonel Rudd 
expressing regret and at the same time wishing him God- 
speed and the best of good fortune. 

The resignation of Mr. A. Whicher, of Bexhill, was 
received, the reason in this case being that Mr. Whicher 
was also a member of the South Eastern Society, and 
that he found it much easier to get to their meetings 
than to those of the Southern Counties. Consideration 
was deferred to the next meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary submitted a nomination paper 
for the election of Mr. John Facer, of Southampton, and 
the election was unanimously agreed to. 


Success of the Joint Meetings. 


The report of the Council was next submitted and was 
formally adopted on the proposition of Mr. J. Willett, 
seconded by Mr. McIntosh. ‘This report stated that the 
outstanding feature of the past year had been the successful 
inauguration of the scheme for holding joint meetings 
with the Royal Counties and South Eastern Societies. 
The consummation of this idea, which emanated from 
their President, was reached at the annual meeting twelve 
months ago, when the necessary resolutions were unani- 
mously agreed to, and Mr. Bloxsome, Mr. MelIntosh, 
Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Samson, together with the President 
and himself, were chosen to represent that Society on the 
Joint Executive Committee. The first meeting under 
the joint auspices was held at the Midland Grand Hotel, 
St. Pancras, last summer, and was a complete success. 
both from the point of view of the numbers present and 
the extremely interesting papers and discussions which 
took place. Two meetings of their own Society had also 
been held during the past twelve months, one in connection 
with the joint meeting in the summer and the other in 
December, when the pre-war gathering of the annual 
dinner was also successfully revived. The present 
membership, including seven honorary Fellows, was 
fifty-two. 

The Hon. TREASURER’s statement, which was submitted 
by Mr. Whitley Baker, was also passed, subject to audit. 
This showed receipts amounting to £18 7s. 6d., and dis- 
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bursements of £28 10s., the credit balance on the 3lst 
of December being £20 13s. lld., as compared with 
£30 16s. 5d. standing to the credit of the Society on the 
3lst of March last. There were a certain number of 
outstanding subscriptions still to come in, but on the other 
side the outstanding liabilities included £3 19s. 2d., 
expenses in connection with the December meeting, 
about £1 16s. for affiliation fees to the N. V.A., and a sum 
of £5 odd for the Society’s share of the expenses of the 
joint meeting in London last summer. 

The election of officers was next proceeded with. ‘Ihe 
retiring President, Mr. Livesey, proposed Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh as his successor in the chair, and this was 
seconded by Mr. Angwin, and carried by acclamation. 

Mr. McIntosH, who was heartily applauded on taking 
the chair, briefly expressed his thanks for the honour 
conferred on him, and said he would endeavour to carry 
on the work of the chair unimpaired. A President was 
helpless unless he was supported by the members, and he 
hoped the meetings in the future would be better attended 
than they had been in the past. He knew it was difficult 
at times for country practitioners who were single-handed 
to get away, but he could not help thinking it was possible 
to get a better attendance than they had been having 
lately, and he appealed to them all to give him loyal support 
during the year on which they were now entering. 
(Applause. ) 

On the proposition of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
Livesey, Mr. G. W. Bloxsome and Mr. A. ©. Wild were 
chosen as Vice-Presidents. Mr. J. T. Angwin was re- 
appointed honorary secretary on the proposition of Mr. 
Willett, seconded by Mr. MacCormack; Mr. E. Whitley 
Baker was re-elected honorary treasurer on the proposition 
of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by Mr. Slocock; and on 
the proposition of Mr. Livesey, Messrs. Carter, Howard. 
MacCormack, Pack and Samson were re-elected as the 
council, with the addition of Mr. Slocock. Messrs. (. 
Pack and F. G. Samson were re-appointed auditors on 
the proposition of Mr. Livesey, seconded by Mr. Whitley 
Baker. The President and Mr. MacCormack were deputed 
to represent the Society on the Executive of the National. 
Mr. Angwin was re-appointed to represent the Society on 
the Publication Committee, and Mr. Whitley Baker was 
also again asked to represent the Society on the Victoria . 
Benevolent Fund. 


Fees for Insurance Work. 


Discussion was next invited regarding the scale of fees 
which should be made for insurance work. This matter 
had been raised at an earlier stage of the meeting on a 
letter from the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
asking for information as to the fees at present obtaining 
in the district covered by the Society, or regarded by the 
members as adequate. 

The PrEsIDENT thought this was rather a big item to 
discuss with so small an attendance, and suggested that 
it be deferred till a future meeting. 

Mr. LivEsEY questioned whether the National did not 
want some information to guide them as soon as possible. 
He thought it would be a very good plan to refer this 
question to the forthcoming joint meeting at Folkestone. 
hut in the meanwhile they might get the views of Mr. Baker 
and Mr. Wild, who might not be able to get down to 
Folkestone. 

Mr. WHITLEY BakKeER remarked that if he got any of these 
insurance forms it was his practice to return them, with 
an intimation that his minimum fee was half a guinea. 
and generally speaking that ended the matter. 

Mr. J. WILLET?T said a lot of companies paid half a guinea 
for the first and 15s. for two animals, and he thought 
they ought not to agree to less. , 

Mr. WuHiItLteEY BAKER remarked that the mileage 
allowances on the seale referred to would be absolutely 
useless. 

Mr. Stocock: Assuming you have to make a special 
journey, certainly. 

Mr. BAKER: 
make a special journey. 


In my case I should have to 
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Mr. F. W. Witretr: And they generally want an 
answer in three or four days. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that one thing they had 
to remember in connection with the suggested scale of 
fees was that they could not make it compulsory, and 
unfortunately they would find members of their own 
profession, he was sorry to say, who were ready to do 
this work sometimes at fees that were quite inadequate. 
The difficulty was how they were going to control this. 
If they made the fees too high, the result would be, either 
that others would do the work for less, or insurances 
would be effected without any inspection at all. It was 
advisable to keep this aspect of the matter in mind. 

Mr. J. WILLETT thought that if they passed a resolution 
that in their opinion they considered 10s. 6d. plus mileage 
for one animal should be the minimum it would be some- 
thing for the National to act upon. 

The PRESIDENT: And leave it to the men themselves 
to settle the mileage. 

Mr. SLocock was quite willing to support Mr. Willett’s 
suggestion, although his private opinion was that half 
a guinea was inadequate. 

Mr. F. W. Wittett: There is another side of the matter 
to remember, that if it is an insured animal they must 
call in a veterinary surgeon to attend to it. 

Mr. SLocock remarked that if any of them were afraid 
that their declining to accept an inadequate fee would 
result in someone else doing the work and thus getting 
an introduction to their clients, they could intimate to 
their clients beforehand that possibly they would have 
someone else come, but that was simply because the com- 
pany were not paying what they regarded as a reasonable 
fee. 

The PRESIDENT, to put the matter to a definite issue, 
proposed that they reply that they considered the 1914 
fees, plus 25 per cent. were inadequate and that in their 
opinion a minimum fee of half a guinea for a single animal, 
plus mileage should be made. 

Mr. SLtocock seconded this and it was agreed to. 


Teachers as [Lxaminers. 


The question of the admission of teachers as examiners, 
which had been adjourned from the previous meeting, 
was next considered. 

Mr. LivEseEy said the committee had reported in favour 
of teachers being appointed as examiners and that a new 
Charter should be obtained. 

The PREsIpENT believed his own and Mr. Livesey’s 
views on this matter were already well known, but they 
would like to hear what other members had to say. 
Perhaps Mr. Willett, for instance, would give them his 
views. 

Mr. Wittetrr remarked that he had looked on this 
proposal with suspicion until he read the report of the 
committee of the council, in which they stated that they 
had come to the conclusion that there should be one 
internal examiner and two external examiners. To that 
he saw no objection, because, he took it, the external 
examiners would set the papers and it might be a help to 
them to have the advice of the internal examiner who 
would know exactly what a man had done during -his 
curriculum course and also the temperament of a man, 
and if he was nervous—-and there were some nervous 
students. 

Mr. WILD agreed with Mr. Willett that teachers would 
be a help in many cases to the examiners, and said he saw 
no objection to the suggested alteration. 

Mr. Stocock also expressed himself in agreement. 
Personally he did not see any objection even to teachers 
examining at another school. He had every confidence 
that they would act impartially. 

Mr. WuirLtey BAKER remarked that he did not know 
that he had any very strong views on the subject. When 
he was a student it was customary for a member of the 
teaching staff to stand with the examiner and be at the 
latter’s right hand, not as an examiner, but to assist the 
examiners in the very way the previous speakers had 
advocated. Personally he did not think it wise for teachers 
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to be on the examining board. It was all very well for 
Mr. Slocock to say he had got confidence in them, and so 
no doubt they all had, but no man was absolutely impartial. 

Mr. F. W. WILtLeTr supported the appointment of 
teachers as examiners in the way suggested. 

Mr. WILpD mentioned that teachers had always had the 
privilege of attending the examining boards, but although 
he attended for something like 18 years he was very rarely 
asked his opinion as to the capabilities of any student 
and he did not think the examiners in those days would 
have taken it very kindly if he had offered them his views. 

Mr. Stocock: You had no right to interfere unless 
invited ? 

Mr. WiLp: No. 

Mr. J. Wittetr: But you would have definite 
status under this new regulation. 

The PRESIDENT said he was very strongly in favour of 
teachers being associated with the external examiners. 
It was quite impossible for an external examiner to dis- 
cover the true merits of a student in the course of a short 
oral examination or from written papers. The teacher 
should know the work of the student over the whole 
session, how he had applied himself, to his work and what 
his capabilities were, and for that teacher to be associated 
with the examiners as an assessor was a step in the right 
direction. 

The PREsIDENT thought that if an expression of opinion 
went from their Society it might help the council in 
carrying this proposal to its proper conclusion. 

Mr. Livesry agreed that the teacher from his very 
position and his knowledge was the best fitted of all men 
to take the post of examiner, but he thought in a matter 
like this which had been very carefully considered by 
educational bodies and examining bodies that they could 
not do better than follow the lines of the Royal College 
of Surgeons and Physicians, which were different from the 
Universities, in that they were not teaching institutions. 
In the case of the University which was a teaching in- 
stitution it was perhaps only reasonable that their teachers 
should go on their examining boards, but the question 
here was rather different. He thought they could not 
do better than have external examiners to examine the 
students that were presented, but he thought no teacher 
should examine his own students, and if there was any 
fear that a student was not getting full justice he thought 
the records of his college work might be available for the 
examiner’s use. There could be no possible injustice 
in those circumstances. There was no objection however 
to the teacher being present as an assessor. 

Mr. WuirLey BAxeR: | am quite in favour of their 
being present in that capacity. 

The PrestpeENtT: The teacher can be present now, but 
he has no locus standi unless asked for his opinion. He 
would have something morerif he attended in an official 
capacity as an assessor. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE remarked that they had heard 
his views already, but there were one or two fresh points 
in connection with this matter that he would briefly like 
to deal. Mr. Baker had said that things might have 
altered. As he replied they had altered, and amongst 
other things the existence of the Proprietary Schools was 
no longer a matter to consider. As to the effect of the 
presence of the teacher on the student, there were two 
sides to that question, He had heard examiners say they 
had no concern with the nervous constitution of the 
individual, and that the nervous constitution of students 
varied in opposite directions. He himself had asked 
candidates if they would like him to be present, and while 
some had replied that they would, others had said they 
would very much prefer not, as they would be still more 
nervous if he was. From the point of view of the conduct 
of the examination he had no hesitation in saying that the 
teacher should be part and parcel of the Board of Exam- 
iners. 

Mr. WILD proposed that the Society, having considered 
the report of the special committee, were of opinion that 
the suggestion of the committee should be supported. 
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Mr. MacCorMack seconded this, and it was agreed to 
nem. con. 


The Future of the Society. 


The advisability of increasing the annual subscription 
was next considered. 

Mr. Wuirtey Laker said that personally he would 
rather see an endeavour to reduce expenditure than an 
increase in subscription at the present time, but it was 
entirely in the meeting’s hands. If they could get more 
members that would overcome the difficulty. By 
raising the subscription they might get more money from 


some of them, but the question was, would they get. 


from all 

Mr. Stocock: | think an increase in our membership 
is the thing to aim at myself. 

Mr. MacUCorMack also thought the thing to do was to 
get more members, and at the same time they could 
reduce their expenditure if it was at all possible. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE pointed out that there was 
another thing to remember when considering this matter 
and that was that some of them were members of more 
than one society. He himself was a member of six, 
and it was already a serious question whether he should 
not have to withdraw from some of these. It was obvious 
that with increased expenses they must have an increased 
income, but he thought they should try and increase their 
numbers rather than raise their subscription. To take 
his own case as an illustration, if this proposed increase 
in the subscription was carried through, this would be 
one of the first Societies from which he should be reluct- 
antly compelled to withdraw, not because he was out of 
sympathy with them, but simply because it would be 
impossible to keep up the subscription. 

Mr. Livesey remarked that perhaps he was responsible 
for this state of things in having been their President 
too long. (No. No.) Possibly it might have been the 
fault of the President in not arranging meetings which 
were to the liking of the majority of the members or 
possibly it might have been that the wrong places had been 
selected for the holding of the meeting, but although 
there were some 218 names on the register of men who 
should be available for membership, they only had an 
effective list of about 48. That was not very encouraging. 
So far as the attendances at their meetings was concerned 
they. had had the best meetings when they were held in 
London, but that was due to the London and suburban 
members. If it had not been for these he was afraid 
the Society would have fizzled out before now, and he 
could not say how grateful he felt to the London and 
suburban members for the way they had supported him 
in trying to keep the Society on its legs. But he could 
not say he felt very grateful to the country practitioners 
in the southern counties, because they had not supported 
the Society or shown the interest in it which they might 
have done. If they put up the subscription he was afraid 
it would be like putting the last nail in the coffin, and he 
would much prefer to see them try and change in the venue 
of their meetings, or circularise all the members of their 
profession on the register who were not already members 
asking for their support and interest, even if they could 
not always get to the meetings. 

Professor WooLDRIDGE remarked that if Mr. Livesey 
would make his last suggestion a proposition, he would 
be pleased to second it. 

Mr. Wuirtxy Baker observed that there was one 
remark of Mr. Livesey’s which he could not allow to pass. 
Mr. Livesey seemed to think that the present position 
of the Society was due to his having been President 
for so long, but the fact was that if it had not been for 
Mr. Livesey he did not think the Society would have 
been in existence to-day (applause). It was simply his 
bull-dog determination that had kept them going, and as 
Treasurer, he would like to propose a hearty vote of 
thanks to him for all he had done for the Society, not only 
during the past eight years, but during the whole of the 
period he had been a member (applause). He felt that 


they could not express too strongly their appreciation 


of his services and of all that he had done for them. 
(Hear, hear). 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE desired to second this. He 
heartily endorsed every word that had been said as to the 
services rendered the Society by Mr. Livesey. 

The PRESIDENT also desired to associate himself with the 
vote of thanks to their retiring President. He felt that 
he had a difficult task in following a President such as 
Mr. Livesey had been, and he was relying on his support 
as well as on the support of them all during the year that 
was now before them. With regard to the subscription, 
he thought it would be an unfortunate thing if they were 
to increase it at the present stage. They had very little 
funds in hand it was true, but still they were on the right 
side. He thought the general feeling was that the present 
time was inopportune to make an increase in the sub- 
scription. 

This was agreed to and on the proposition of Professor 
Wooldridge, seconded by Mr. Baker it was left to the 
President, ex-President and Secretary to draft a letter for 
circularising non-members. 

The vote of thanks to Mr. Livesey for his past services 
to the Society was also carried by acclamation and was 
briefly acknowedged by the latter. 

Mr. WarrLey Baker brought forward the question of 
the telephone service, suggesting that they should enter 
a strong protest against both the increased charges and 
the diminished efficiency of the service and the decreased 
attention given to the public in connection with the 
telephone. 

Mr. MacCormack seconded this. It was also decided 
that copies should be sent to the National Veterinary 
Association with a request for the latter, support, and to 
the Postmaster General. 

Jas. T. ANncwtn, Hon. Sec. 


Scottish Veterinary Medical Association. 


A meeting of the Scottish Branch of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association was held in the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Summerhall Square, Edinburgh, 
on 2nd February, 1921. Principal O. Charnock Bradley 
in the chair. 

The following members of the Branch were present :— 
Messrs. A. Mackenzie, Alex. MceTurk, J. Baird, J. R. Greig, 
J. Taylor, J. D. Fulton, W. M. Mitchell, E. J. H. Sewell, 
Wm. C. Miller, 8S. Robson, J. Cameron, J. Henderson, 
J. Judge, J. Edgar, J. H. Jones, R. G. Linton, and the 
Secretary, Mr. A. Gofton. 

The minutes of the last meeting (Ist April, 1920) were 
read and approved. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from the following : 
Mr. T. Grahame, Edinburgh, Mr. J. G. Reynard, Perth, 
Principal S. H. Gaiger, Glasgow, and Mr. George Weir, 
Glasgow. 

Officebearers.— On the motion of the President, seconded 
by Mr. Gofton, Principal Gaiger, Glasgow, was unanimously 
elected President, and Mr. George W. Weir, Glasgow, 
Hon. Secretary for the ensuing year. 

The Chairman said it had been determined at the last 
meeting to form a council of the Scottish Branch, which 
was to consist of the President and Secretary for the time 
being of each Division and two other representatives 
from each Division. Mr. Gofton informed him that last 
year he only received nominations from one Division, 
the Scottish Metropolitan. As the nominations had 
never come forward, the Council had never been an 
effective body. 

A communication from the Joint Council of the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association, the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Association and the South-Eastern 
Veterinary Association was submitted, and it was resolved 
to support a resolution adopted by that body on the subject 
of meat inspection. 6 

A letter was read from the North of Ireland Veterinary 
Medical Association expressing the view that considerable 
concessions should be made to Veterinary Surgeons under 
the new regulations for the taxation of motor vehicles, 
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and it was resolved that if action could be appropriately 
taken at a later date such action would receive the support 
of the Scottish Branch. 

The SEcRETARY read a letter from the General Secretary 
of the National Association urging that interest should be 
stimulated in the Veterinary Record, and appealing for 
the co-operation of members in increasing the membership. 
The Chairman said it was apparent that the Association 
was going to flourish so far as one could see ; at the same 
time, it was the duty.not only of Branches and Divisions, 
but also of every individual member to do their utmost 
to obtain members. (Applause). 

Mr. CAMERON criticised the work of the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and he submitted a motion that the National Veterinary 
Medical Association be urged to set up a Parliamentary 
Committee to take cognisance of all measures and in regard 
to any Parliamentary proceedings relating to the Veterin- 
ary profession. He declared that the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Royal College had made themselves 
and every member of the profession ridiculous in allowing 
the Anaesthetics Bill to become an Act of Parliament. 

The CHAIRMAN described Mr. Cameron’s statements 
as an unwarranted attack upon the council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and particularly upon 
the Parliamentary Committee. The Parliamentary 
Committee met probably never less than half a dozen 
times a year, and no Bill, no Order, no action, either by 
the Imperial Government or the Local Government, 
was permitted to pass without careful scrutiny by the 
committee. They had considered the Bill alluded to 
by Mr. Cameron. 

Mr. Cameron’s motion was not seconded and accordingly 
fell. 

The SECRETARY intimated that he had received a 
communication from the Dumfries and Galloway Division 
suggesting that an attempt should be made to secure the 
nomination of a practitioner practising in Scotland as a 
candidate for the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons at the forthcoming election. The name of 
Mr. Inglis, Forfar, had been mentioned, and it was sug- 
gested that steps should be taken to obtain his consent to 
nomination. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was sure every member of the 
Branch would be delighted to support Mr. Inglis if he 
consented to stand as a candidate. (Applause). 

It was agreed to ask Mr. Inglis to allow his name to go 
forward. 

The Secretary said the Dumfries and Galloway Division 
had also intimated its intention to protest against the 
circular issued by Sir John McFadyean to the members 
of the Shire Horse Society, offering to supply them with 
vaccine for the prevention and treatment of joint-ill in 
foals, and had asked the Branch to support the protest. 
The position seemed to be that the members of the Shire 
Horse Society had been circularised by Sir John McFadyean 
who had undertaken to supply them free of charge with 
vaccine. He understood a condition was attached to the 
effect that the member of the Shire Horse Society must 
employ a veterinary surgeon to give the injections. The 


Dumfries and Galloway Division maintained that the’ 


vaccine should only be supplied through the Veterinary 
Surgeon. 

The CHAIRMAN referred to investigations by the 
Clydesdale Horse Society, but in this case he said the 
serum and vaccine, which were free of cost, were only 
supplied to the veterinary surgeon. No horse owner 
could obtain a supply direct. That had been done for 
the last two years. 

Mr. J. TAYLOR suggested that a mistake had been made 
by Sir John McFadyean who had probably not thought 
of the point raised. He proposed that it be suggested 
to Sir John that the vaccine should be supplied only to the 
veterinary surgeon free of cost. 

Mr. A. Barrp asked if it would matter very much if the 
vaccine were supplied to the veterinary surgeon or to the 
Shire Horse Society. How was the veterinary surgeon 
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to know whether his client wanted it or not ? He thought 
it was good enough the way it stood. 

After further discussion, the Secretary was instructed 
as to the terms of a letter to be sent to Sir John McFadyean 
on the subject. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the President 
for his conduct of the meeting. 

A. Gorrox, Hon. Secretary. 


Scottish Metropolitan Division. 


Immediately following the Branch mecting, the Scottish 
Metropolitan Division held its annual meeting. The 
President, Mr. John Taylor, occupied the chair. 

The minutes of the former meeting having been pub- 
lished in the Veter‘nary Record, were taken as read and 
approved. 

‘The correspondence, which was mainly dealt with by 
the Seottish Branch, included several letters from members 
regretting their inability to attend the meeting. Mr. 
Ainsworth Wilson, F.R.C.V.S., Ayton, forwarded a letter 
expressing his wish to resign from the Society owing to 
his inability to attend the meetings. The members were 
unanimous in expressing their feeling that Mr. Wilson 
should be asked to reconsider his decision. . 

In his annual report the Hon. Treasurer stated that the 
number of effective members was 4!. The financial 
statement showed a balance in hand. 

Messrs. A. B. Tully, Kelso; J. D. Fulton, Melrose ; 
and E. Sewell, Edinburgh, were duly elected members of 
the Society. Col. Nicol, R.A.V.C. and Captain Judge, 
R.A.V.C, were proposed for membership by Prof. Wm. 
Mitche]l and seconded by Mr. A. MacKenzie, O.B.E., 
D.V.S.M., Kirkealdy. 

Mr. A. Gofton, Edinburgh, and Mr. T. Inglis, J.P., 
Forfar, were unanimously elected to represent this 
Division on the Council. 

The Prestpent, Mr. John Taylor, then delivered his 
Presidential address upon the appointment of teachers 
as examiners for the diploma of M.R.C.V.5. 

PrincipaL BrapLEY moved a cordial vote of thanks 
to the President for his address. There was one remark, 
however, to which he would like to take a certain amount 
of exception. Their President spoke of himself as being 
in a manner disqualified to speak on educational matters, 
or even more extensive political matters affecting the 
profession, because he was only a general practitioner. 
The President happened to be a general practitioner, 
but that certainly did not prevent him from taking the 
very fullest interest in educational matters and expressing 
his opinions. It was a great pity that the general 
practitioner did not as a rule exercise himself in matters 
which were perhaps outside his daily work. One would 
like the general practitioners. throughout the country 
to take some interest not only in educational matters, 
but in the polities of the profession as well. (Applause). 

Mr. Gofton seconded and the motion was carried with 
acclamation. 

The SEcrETARY submitted a letter from the Mid-West 
and South Wales Veterinary Association urging members 
to bring to the notice of the council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons the dissatisfaction which, it was 
stated, existed in the rank and tile of the profession. 
Support was asked for a resolution declaring that the 
adoption of the motion proposed by Sir John M’Fadyean 
regarding the constitution of Examining Boards would 
be antagonistic to the welfare and progress of the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. Gorton said it was extremely unfortunate that so 
many members of the profession took so little interest in 
its affairs, or made themselves familiar with the work 
and proceedings of the Council R.C.V.S. It appeared 
clear from what was said in the letter that those who wrote 
it had scarcely given a thought to the work of the council. 
He strongly resented, as a member of council, the sug- 
gestion that any subject or any motion which was sent 
forward by a general practitioner received scant attention, 
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It received the same careful consideration as any other 
question, no matter of what origin. He moved that the 
letter be allowed to lie on the table. 

PRINCIPAL BRADLEY said the letter just read to them 
was an example of one written on wrong information, 
and unfortunately the information, so far as he knew, 
was conveyed to the Society by one, who to say no more, 
should have known better. The examples that were 
advanced to show that the R.C.V.8. paid little attention 
to resolutions brought forward by practitioners were 
most unfortunate when advanced to support this 
accusation. 

Turning to the resolution itself, he would point out that 
no definite decision had yet been arrived at by the Council. 

So far as the matter had gone up to the present, the 
committee had considered carefully the pros and cons of 
internal examiners. The committee had drafted a report, 
which would receive most careful consideration by the 
council. He had urged and it had been agreed that the 
report should be circulated to each member of the Council, 
and that no decision should be arrived at until at earliest 
the next meeting. He emphasised the point that there 
had been no hasty action. 

He seconded the motion that the letter be allowed to 
lie on the table and this was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. A. Gorton submitted a series of notes on their 
experience in Edinburgh in the diagnosis of tuberculous 
mastitis in the cow and on the demonstration of tubercule 
bacilli in milk. 

Professor WM. Mitcue.y exhibited a dissection of the 
right brachial plaxus of a whippet, showing the cause of 
an intractable lameness. 

Mr. Alex. MacKenzie, Kirkaldy, exhibited some interest- 
ing horses’ testicles and a foreign body that was removed 


from the stomach of a dog. 
R. G. Linrox, Hon. Serretary. 


North of England Veterinary Medical Association. 


The annual meeting of this Association was held at the 
Farmer’s Club, Clayton Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
Friday, February 25th, 1921. The President, Mr. C. 
Elphick occupied the chair. 

The following members were present :—-Messrs. H. S. 
Elphick, J. Davidson, and Fred Finney, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead; J. Dixon, Blaydon ; 
J. P. Isherwood, Blyth; 'T. Wilkinson, Lanchester ; 
H. Peele, Durham; H. Hicks, West Hartlepool; J. W. 
Rider, Beamish ; G. R. Dudgeon, G. M. Mitchell, Sunder- 
land; E. R. Gibson, Seaham Harbour; and the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. T. T. Jack. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Geo. Elphick, Corbridge; W. A. Doughty, Alnwick ; 
T. M. Mitchell, Sunderland; H. Mc. D. Paul, Glanton ; 
R. Barker, Eaglescliffe; J. R. Crone, South Shields ; 
W. Summers, Allendale; F. H. Sanderson, Darlingtgn : 
and C. G. Hill, Darlington. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

A letter from the Hon. Secretary of the North of Lreland 
V.M.A., in reference to new motor taxation was read, 
and it was decided to support the resolution passed at 
the meeting of that Association. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, requesting this Association to appoint a delegate 
to attend their thirty-second Congress at Folkestone iu 
June was considered and it was decided not to comply. 
A letter from the Secretary of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, requesting the support of the members 
was read, and all members present who were not already 
members of the National agreed to become so. 

A letter from the Secretary of thé National Veterinary 
Medical Association, asking information regarding scale 
of fees for insurance work obtaining in district was read, 
and after careful consideration of scale of fees published 
in Veterinary Record of April 5th, 1919, it was unanimously 
decided that the fees tixed for the district at meetings 
held in Newcastle and Darlington in January, 1920 be 
adhered to. 
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The matter of the pro d amalgamation of South 
Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A. with this Association 
was adjourned until the next meeting, in order that a 
further meeting of the South Durham and North oi 
Yorkshire Association might be held. 

Mr. Fred Finney, Newcastle-on-Tyne was unanimously 
elected a member of the Association. 

The Hon. SEcRETARY submitted the financial statement 
and reported that there was a balance in hand of 
£25 14s. 4d. This was considered satisfactory and the 
statement was adopted. 

The revised rules recommended by the committee 
appointed at the previous meeting were approved. 


.PRESIDENT’s STIRRING APPEAL. 


Mr. C. Elphick then delivered his presidential address, in 
the course of which he said “my enthusiasm for the welfare 
of the Association is second to none—and perhaps this 
asset will balance the deficiencies which will often-times 
be only too apparent. My ideals are those of progress, 
recognition, and honest remuneration for services rendered, 
and the occupation of positions which veterinary surgeons 
are peculiarly qualified to fill. 

We must work as a body for our own salvation, for we 
will get little or no outside help in our efforts, thanks to 
the manner in which any veterinary activity is smothered 
and kept from the knowledge of the general public. We 
saw this well illustrated during the war, when anything 
which was accomplished out of the ordinary by the 
R.A.M.C. was particularly well advertised, while the 
public have heard nothing as yet of the wonderful way in 
which the veterinary department grappled with the 
transport camels in health and disease, the transporting 
of healthy, sick, and wounded horses, and the excellent 
returns showing the mortalities in this compared to 
previous campaigns. Nor have we yet seen in the public 
press, any intimation of the manner in which disease was 
tackled in France and Belgium and the measures taken 
to prevent access of virulent diseases to these shores. 
No wonder Mr. Male rightly considered that a Veterinary 
Publicity Department, run upon the same lines as the 
medical profession would do us some good and show the 
public that we were something more than merely ‘‘ cow 
doctors ”’ and *‘ castrators.” Until we get that publicity 
department—-and I think it will come—I urge all in 
this room and those members who are unfortunately 
absent, and also those who consider they can get on 
without us to make this Association a really live and 
progressive one. Whenever and wherever we go we must 
be ready to educate the public to the fact that the 
veterinary profession is a progressive, and highly technical 
one, that its members are becoming not only well educated. 
but scientific, and capable of handling conditions vitally 
important to the welfare of the people. 

Before I pass on, the mention of members of the pro- 
fession who do not join a Society makes me think seriously 
of that saying ‘“‘ who is not for us is against us.” We 
are a small profession and it is all the more necessary that 
we should present a united front. I fail to understand 
this type of men, or what is at the back of their mind : 
they have all to gain and nothing to lose by joining our 
ranks and yet they hang back. Is it because they have 
not the heart to fight the battle of progress and enlighten- 
ment, or are they just barnacles hanging on to the hu! 
of the ship, carrying on an existence advantageous to 
themselves, but hindering the effort of the majority ? 
It is urgent, it is necessary that the National Society be 
backed up adequately and properly by the provincial 
Societies with large memberships. How are we going to 
procure conditions to our advantage on matters clearly 
of vital importance to the future of the profession unless 
we ‘‘ shout our goods from the housetops,” where is our 
mandate coming from to assure the public that veterinary 
surgeons are by themselves capable of looking after the 
dairies and abattoirs under the Public Health Act ? Who is to 
safeguard our interests in the Dangerous Drugs Acts? Where 
is the driving force to originate, should we desire a recall 
of the Tuberculosis Order? Why were our interests 
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not safeguarded in the Animals Anesthetic Bill, and the 
Astor report on Clean Milk? Further, to take the Veter- 
inary Surgeon’s Amendment Act; here we were nearly 
defeated, thanks to the lack of effort and the camouflaging 
of our demands into something else which M.P.’s were 
told to look upon as bogies. | Yes 1 could go on indefinitely 

telephone rates, motor taxation, teacher examinerr, 
whole and part time inspectors, Insurance Company fees, 
and boarded out Army horses—unless we give solid 
support not only in name, but in presence, and in deed, 
we are not going to get any further in our efforts to advance. 
I should like to quote in full the late Mr. J. Malcolm. 
he was one of our earliest members :— 

We are too small a body to present a divided front 
to the world outside the profession. The motto of 
our College, Vis unita fortior, is an ideal one, and it 
behoves us all to secure its loyal and universal acceptance 
by every member. Experience clearly shows that 
it is only by the subordination of self anf self-interests 
to the good of the community that any real progress 
can be made. Trivial rivalries and jealousies must 
be forgotten and a tolerant and liberal spirit adopted, 
for unless we can convince the public of our complete 
unity there can be no genuine success. 

I pin my faith to the knowledge that success would be 
certain if we followed this simple message. 

Apart from one or two of the old members of this 
Society I feel confident that little or nothing is known of 
the life history of the N.E.V.M.A., and by narrating its 
history I have an ulterior motive in my mind, L want to 
stimulate enthusiasm, I want to show our younger members 

-I am one of them—-and also those that are not members. 
what a grand record we have to uphold, and that our 
efforts to do so are worth all the small trouble we may be 
put to to carry on the splendid legacy. I desire to thank 
Mr. Geo. Dudgeon, Sunderland, who is our oldest active 
member, and also our worthy Secretary for all their help 
in gathering up the threads of the story. 

The Association was formed in 1864 and the first 
president was Mr. Charles Hunting, of South Hetton, 
Mr. Armatage of Penshaw, the Secretary. and Mr. D. 
Dudgeon, Sunderland, the treasurer. In 1865 Mr. 
Henry Wilkinson, of Neweastle, sueceeded Mr. Hunting, 
and in 1866 at the annual meeting, the secretary, Mr. 
Armatage was presented by the members with a purse of 
gold, and a number of books as a token of their esteem 
and thanks for services rendered. In 1867 Dr. Clement 
Stephenson was president. The year 1868 saw Mr. 
Charles Hunting again elected, to be succeeded by Mr. 
Hedley in 1869, and in 1870 Mr. D. Dudgeon, Sunderland, 
was elected to the chair. In 1871, Mr. Bryden, Seaham 
Harbour, and in June of that year our late president 
(whose serious indiposition prevents him being present 
to-day) were elected members. At the November meeting 
in 1871, Mr. George Dudgeon (act 14) attended the meet- 
ing NOT as a member, but as already showing a trend 
towards his future calling and his never failing enthuriasin. 
1 desire to hold this incident up as an example to all that 
that carly desire to further the success of the Society has 
not diminished— Mr. Dudgeon’s keenness is still amongst 
us and I hope it will be proved to be highly infectious. 
In 1874 the last meeting took place—the minutes do not 
reveal the cause of the temporary collapse of this old 
established Association, it could not have been because 
of the lack of enthusiastic members, as there were some fine 
men in the North at that time ; and in 1879 the Dudgeon 
pertinacity prevailed and in this year the Association was 
revived by Mr. D. Dudgeon, Sunderland. 

The Association has always been a progressive one, 
adapting itself as the times decreed, and has always been 
greedy to learn, as may be judged by the calibre of the 
following who have given the Association the benefit 
of their valued knowledge :—-Gamgee, Spooner, McFadyean 
(‘* Education and Examination of Veterinary Students ’— 
in the light of events, this seems to be a pet hobby of Sir 
John’s), Pritchard, Williams, Walkley, Dewar, Bradley, 
Hobday and Gofton. Before concluding this history 
I should like to mention an incident of much importance, 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 367 


and that was the visit of Mr. Sheather and Mr. Dudgeon, 
in 1881, when they came to lay in front of the N.E.V.M.A. 
the advantages to be gained by the formation of a National 
V.M. Association. The suggestion was favourably 
received and not only upheld, but advanced still further 
by the members of the N.E.V.M.A., until the National 
beeame a really live and active body, advancing the views 
and safeguarding the interests of the whole profession. 
In the light of the position of the National to-day I think 
we should all be proud of the old Association ; they have 
given us something to live up to and admire, and I do 
think that it is more than ever essential that we should 
strive our hardest to keep the reputation of the Association 
in the forefront of the many Societies carried on by the 
veterinary profession. In the past we have led the van 
of progress on several occasions and it is only recently 
that this Association inaugurated ‘‘ the revision of fees 
movement,” and attained the object aimed at. This 
was done solely through a whole-hearted effort. Our 
work has only just commenced, and I am gratified to know 
that the South Durham and North Yorkshire Societies 
are hopeful of amalgamating with our Society and so of 
giving us their practical help in surmounting the difficulties 
with which of a surety we will meet. The problems are 
already on the horizon and in some instances are knocking 
at our doors, for we have an abundance of subjects upon 
which the National will require guidance from the outside 
Societies. We now have a recognised periodical—the 
Veterinary Record—in which our several doings and 
desires will be published and so brought into the limelight 
of serious examination and discussion, and through 
which we shall eventually obtain the rights and privileges 
to be claimed justifiably by the profession. 

I ask once more that we all make an effort to keep our 
society in the van of progress and professional popularity, 
with a live membership and a large one. 

I trust that we shall have successful and entertaining 
meetings and that veterinary surgeons in the districts 
covered by the Association who are not already members 
will come in and help, not only us, but through us our 
head society the National. 

Mr. E. R. Grsson, as an old secretary, thanked Mr. 
iiIphick for his presidential address, and said it was most 
interesting to listen to the names of the illustrious men who 
had taken part in the meetings of the Association. 

Messrs. Davidson, Mitchell, Finney, Peele and Dudgeon 
supported. 

The PrestpENT, in reply, thanked the members for 
their reception of his address and hoped that not only 
for their own, but for the Society’s and the National 
Veterinary Medical Association’s sake they would give 
regular attendance at the meetings. 

Mr. H. Peete then called the attention of the meeting 
to the New Order from the Home Office re Mallein testing 
in colliery practice, which eptailed considerably more 
work for the veterinary surgeon carrying out the test. 

After a prolonged discussion in which Messrs. Davidson, 
H. 8. Elphick, E. R. Gibson, G. R. Dudgeon, T. R. Jarvie 
and J. Dixon took part, the feeling of the meeting was 
that the Order made would have to be complied with, 
though the absurdity of stipulating that Mallein should 
be obtained from the Royal Veterinary College and then 
deciding that the method of carrying out the test should 
differ from the advice of Sir John MecFadyean, who 
supplied the Mallein and whose recommendations were 
generally accepted in all other cases, was apparent. 

Mr. J. W. Riper exhibited a very interesting specimen 
of parasitic enteritis (Strongylus tetra canthus) from a 
horse, giving the clinical history of the case. 

T. T. Jack, Hon. Secretary. 


Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association. 


A general meeting of the above association was held at 
Barker’s Riding School, Burlington Street, Manchester, 
on March 8th, at 2-30 p.m. 

The chair was taken by the President, Mr. A. W. Noel- 
Pillers, Liverpool, and the others present were : - Messrs. 
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Taylor, Wright, Hopkin (F.), Adamson, Hall, Locke, 
Dixon, Maguire, Leyland, Oddy, Walker, Mayall, Wood, 
Whitehead, Hewetson (H. G.), Wadsworth, Burndred, 
Hewetson (H. R.), Proctor, Holroyd, Giblin, Garside, 
Hopkin (T.), Rigby, Curbishley, Woods, Harrison, Lord, 
Loy, Minor, Cockburn, Sumner (junr.), Butters, Elam, 
Ingram, Stent, Spruell, McKinna (junr.), Hughes, Nielson 
and Lang. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
Messrs. Brittlebank, McKinna (senr.), and Eaton-Jones. 

Mr. W. W. Lana, M.R.C.V.S., gave a practical demon- 
stration on the use of the stomach pump and tube in 
equine practice. 

Mr. H. Tupor HuGHEs, in opening the discussion, said 
he was very much interested to see Mr. Lang passing the 
stomach tube, and suggested it would be a very good 
thing if he would give them the measurements on the 
tube. He had looked up several books for this informa- 
tion, but they simply mentioned the use of the stomach 

ump without giving any information of the markings. 
t. would also be a good thing if Mr. Lang would tell them 
in what classes of cases he found the stomach pump most 
beneficial, and he would very much like to know Mr. 
Lang’s experience in emptying the stomach. Also, he 
would like to ask whether Mr. Lang considered it necessary 
to lubricate the tube, and what lubricants he considered 
the best. 

In continuing the discussion, Mr. CuRBISHLEY said he 
hoped before Mr. Lang finished with his reply he would 
be good enough to give them some information about the 
use of the stomach pump and sodium chloride. He 
noticed that Mr. Lang always used the left nostril. Was 
there any reason why the right should not be used ? 

Mr. Lana, in reply to Mr. Tudor Jones, said that the 
first measurement was ldin., and the next 4ft. 3in., being 
the average distance to the stomach. 

He used the stomach pump in every case requiring 
medication, except sore throat. Regarding the respective 
merits of the double and the single tube, he had never 
used the double tube—always the single. 

In reply to Mr. Curbishley, it was immaterial which 
nostril was used; he had always used the left. 

For, lubrication, he never used anything but warm water. 
If they used vaseline, it was apt to bring about decay in 
a very short time. 

With regard to the use of sodium chloride, if Mr. Cur- 
bishley once got him started on that subject, he did not 
think he would get him finished that night. (Laughter.) 

He considered the introduction of the stomach tube 
revolutionary. They were able to use drugs, notably 
sodium chloride, in much larger doses than before. They 
could also use formalin, and if diluted they should give 
it three times a day. He did not think any veterinary 
surgeon should be without a stomach pump. 

Mr. CurBIsHLEY asked Mr. Lang whether he had seen 
hemorrhage from the nose when passing the tube. Mf. 
Lang, in reply, said the great thing was in the first instance 
to keep well in the floor of the nostril until the first mark 
on the tube was reached. 

He had seen hemorrhage, but never any bad effects. 

Mr. CuRBISHLEY, in moving a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Lang, said that they were all exceedingly pleased to see 
him, and to have had the benefit of his demonstration. 
He thought he must be one of the men to whom the 
profession was looking who offered the very best promise 
to the advance of science. 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. T. Hopkin, 
and carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT rose on behalf of the L.V.M.A. to tender 
a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Lang. 

Mr.. Lana, in reply, said it had been a great pleasure 
for him to come to Manchester and give that demon- 
stration, and he thanked the President for his kind words. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the General Meeting, 
as published in the veterinary press, be taken as read. 

e following gentlemen were nominated :—Mr. Robert 
Watson, St. Helens, Mr. Millington, Board of Agriculture 


veterinary surgeon, living at Wigan, Mr. Loy, of Warring- 
ton, by the President, Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers. 

It was proposed by the President, and seconded by Mr. 
Elam, that the following gentlemen be elected members 
of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association :—Mr. 
T. G. Somerville, M.R.C.V.S., Walker Street, Liverpool, 
Mr. B. Whittam, M.R.C.V.S., School of Tropical Medicine, 
Liverpool. 

The Secretary read the following correspondence :— 
Letter dated 3rd February, 1921, from the National 
Veterinary Medical Association re Insurance Fees. 

It was proposed and seconded that this letter re the 
revision of fees be referred to the Council of the L.V.M.A. 
for them to report on in time for the next meeting. 

Letter dated 12th February, from Mr. W. S. King, 
M.R.C.V.S., London, re election of Council of the R.C.V.S. 

Letter from Mr. J. H. Carter, Henley-on-Thames, 
dated 6th March, regretting the inability to be present at 
the meeting, and intimating that it will not be so con- 
venient to attend the meetings of the L.V.M.A. in the 
future, owing to his removal near London, but that he 
will be in a better position to attend the deliberations at 
Red Lion Square. 

Letter dated 7th March, from the Royal Veterinary 
College Students’ Union, forwarding a statement on the 
aims of this Union. 

Letter from the National Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation, dated 12th January, 1921, re the excellent support 
received by the National from members of the profession 
since it acquired its own journal, etc. 


Discussion ON Mr. H. T. HuGHes’ PAPER. 


The PRESIDENT, in opening the discussion on Mr. H. 
Tudor Hughes’ paper on “ Equine Vaccine and Serum 
Therapy,’ said :—First of all 1 must thank Mr. Hughes 
for his excellent paper. I fear we are up against a brick 
wall with regard to the control of vaccines and sera. I 
should like, if I may, to draw from Mr. Hughes some of 
his personal experiences of vaccines and sera in the treat- 
ment of specific equine diseases and surgical conditions. 

Regarding those occasional cases of pustular vaginal 
discharges, what are the chances of success such as in 
acne and other conditions of the skin ? 

I understand that in man certain forms of osteitis, 
arthritis and periostitis are due to pneumococci, staphy- 
lococci, streptococci; B. coli and B. pyocyaneus. Has 
Mr. Hughes had any experience with such conditions ? 

I notice that the Americans are very keen on the 
hemorrhagic septicemas in nearly all the animals, and 
I have been wondering if we get much of it here in our 
so-called equine influenza. I suppose it would only be 
diagnosed by a bacterial examination. Has Mr. Hughes 
any experience in this direction ? 

What does Mr. Hughes think of the treatment of stran- 
gles by vaccines as a routine practice ? 

Before closing I must say how much I enjoyed the 
survey and extent of the subject. I must confess that 
I had heard one or two people say they felt Mr. Hughes 
might have told us some of the things he runs up against 
himself. I ask Mr. Hughes to condone with them, and 
try and look at it from their point of view. 

I am sure we shall be pleased to hear some of Mr. Hughes’ 
experiences. 

Mr. MAYALL, in continuing the discussion, said he had 
not very much experience of vaccines. Vaccines seemed 
to be more successful in skin diseases, but he failed to see 
how they could cure diseases of the lungs. 

The subject of the hypodermic injection of drugs into 
animals and their dosage was still in an elementary state, 
and there was still a lot to learn on this subject. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD, in referring to the Reading bacillus, 
mentioned that he had used this organism with satisfactory 
results on shrapnel wounds at a base veterinary hospital 
during the war, and was very enthusiastic on its use. 

Mr. Hvuaues, in reply, thanked the President very 
much indeed for his kind remarks in opening the discussion, 
and in reply to the questions put forward made the fol- 


lowing remarks. 
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The question of control is apparently in the nature of 
a brick wall. In last Sunday’s Observer I was reading a 
paragraph on the traffic in vaccines and serum, and 
apparently there has been a conference on this matter 
in London. I cut this paragraph out and sent it to the 
Record, asking what action had been taken, and suggesting 
that such action as had been taken should be brought to 
the notice of members in the columns of the journal. 

I used vaccines to a certain extent before the war. 
When I got out to take charge of one of the Remount 
Hospitals, I found that 1 had been preceded by someone 
who had been very enthusiastic in the use of vaccines for 
stockyard fever. 

Later on Dr. Lincoln Bell, of Brooklyn, New York, 
who had prepared a vaccine in the course of the American- 
Spanish war for the American army, offered a vaccine 
to the British Remount Section. It was brought into 
use, but later I had occasion to point out to him that the 
vaccine was not doing much good. He attended several 
post-mortems on animals which had been destroyed, and 
set about to prepare a new vaccine. I was not sufficiently 
well acquainted with the new vaccine to pass an opinion 
on it. 

I think that Mr. Mayall touched on the question of the 
use of vaccines in diseases of the lungs. When you have 
got the lungs badly consolidated, I do not think you have 
a favourable condition for vaccine therapy. 

With regard to vaginal discharges, I think I saw refer- 
ence to a case of this nature by Mr. Scott in one of the 
veterinary papers a short time ago, the animal in question 
being an Irish mare. 

With regard to osteitis, arthritis, etc., | very much 
doubt whether we can hope for much from vaccine therapy 
in these cases. 

Concerning lung punctures, I should myself be rather 
loath to practise this, although it is a method which is 
much spoken of in cases of the human lungs. 

I have seen the vaccine for “ blue tongue ” referred to, 
but I do not know that we have this condition to contend 
with in this country. 

A great deal of work was done on strangles in the army 
by Major Todd, but apparently it was not sufficiently 
thought of to administer during the war. 

All the large commercial houses offer a vaccine for 
strangles, but I am afraid I have not used it myself. 

Mr. Woops proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Hughes for his kindness in giving the paper, and for the 
trouble he had taken to come to Manchester a second 
time to discuss it. 

This was seconded by Mr. BurNpDRED and carried 
unanimously. 

In conclusion, the PresrpEnT, Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers, 
thanked Mr. Hughes very heartily and cordially on behalf 
of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association for his 
excellent paper. 

JOHN SPRUELL, 
Hon. Sec. 


Notes and News. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Wark MEmorRIAL Funp. 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the following 
additional donations : P 
s. d. 

Allen, Mrs. (in memory of Capt. W. B. Cronyn) 5 5 0 
Bennett, J. W., Leigh ... 
Greenfield, Lt.-Col. H., 2nd donation ... uo 835.4 
Sheedy, F. J., Dar-es-Salaam ... we Bias 
Villar, S., Amersham Common ... owe in 
Previously acknowledged 903 0 0 
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Discussed in the Commons. 


CattLe EMBARGO ComMISSION. 


Repiving to Mr. Waterson (Kettering, Co-op.) and Mr. 
Hard (Frome, U.U.), Mr. Shortt said the Royal Commission 
on the Cattle Embargo was now complete, and the following 
were the members :—Lord Finlay (Chairman), Lord Askwith, 
Sir Algernon Firth, Sir Harry Peat, and Sir Arthur Shipley. 
The terms of reference of the Commission were as follows :— 
‘*To inquire into the admission into the United Kingdom of 
live stock for purposes other than immediate slaughter at 
the ports, whether such act:on would increase and cheapen 
the meat supply of the country, and, if so, to what extent, 
and whether it is advisable, having regard to the necessity 
of protecting live stock bred in the country from the intro- 
duction of disease, and of restoring their numbers after the 
losses to which they were subjected during the war."’ 


EXPORTATION OF HORSEs. 


Sir W. Davison (C.U., Kensington, 8.) asked the Minister 
of Agriculture whether the Board had considered the 
desirability of the imposition of an export tax on horses 
leaving the United Kingdom for the Continent, with a 
view to securing the slaughter in this country of the 
large number of worn-out horses now exported for slaugh- 
ter abroad for food purposes. 


Mr. James Gardiner and Major M’Kenzie Wood have 
given notice of their intention to move that the Bill 
prohibiting the docking of horses do not apply to Scotland. 

The Diseases of Animals Act (1910) Amendment Bill 
and the Protection of Animals (Scotland) Act (1912) 
Amendment Bill were read a second time in the House, on 
Thursday, April 28th. 


Fighting Sheep Scab in Scotland. 


At a meeting of the executive committee of the Inverness- 
shire Local Authority, held at Inverness on April 26th, 
a report was read from Major A. C. Maclean, chief constable, 
with reference to outbreaks of sheep scab. The report 
stated that at the corresponding period last year there 
were 14 outbreaks involving 65 sheep affected as against 
25 outbreaks involving 617 sheep this year. The report 
further stated that a veterinary inspector from the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries had been almost continuously 
in Skye and the Long Island Divisions for some time back. 
Two shepherds were also engaged by the Ministry in 
connection with the detection and eradication of sheep 
scab. 

Mr. Garrioch said he thought the most satisfactory and 
reassuring part of the reportewas the last portion of it, 
in which reference was made to the steps taken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. It was to be re- 
gretted that there was still a large number of sheep affected 
with scab in the county, especially in Skye and the Outer 
Islands. He asked Major Maclean if he had anything 
to add to the report. ° 

Major Maclean said it was unfortunate there should be 
such a number of sheep affected with scab, but at the 
same time he did not believe that the position of matters 
was really worse than last year. Under the new whole- 
time system a great many more cases had been found 
out. On the mainland there were only three cases. 

Mr. Garrioch: Apart from Skye and the Outer Islands 
the mainland has practically a clean sheet. 

Major Maclean: That is so. 

Mr. Robertson, Aberchalder, said he considered the 
sending of a veterinary inspector and two shepherds to 
Skye and the Long Island was the most useful thing he 
had seen done in detecting and eradicating scab. 

A printed report was submitted of the recent conference 
held at Aberdeen, at which the subject of sheep dipping 


- was discussed. At the conference a motion was proposed 
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Alexander Munro, Leanach, to the effect that the first 
period of dipping should be from 15th February to Ist 
April, and the second period from Ist October to 15th 
November. An amendment was submitted proposing 
two dippings in the year, the one from 15th July to 31st 
August, and the second from Ist September to 15th 
November. The amendment was declared carried. 

A reply was read from the Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland in regard to the provision of veterinary services 
in the Outer Isles. The Board noted that the local Execu- 
tive were not prepared to assist in the scheme. The Board 
in the circumstances were unable to proceed further in 
the matter. 

Mr. Garrioch said he thought the reply was rather 
misleading. The Committee were prepared to assist in 
the scheme short of expending very large sums of money 
which they had not got. That did not mean that they 
declined to assist the Board, and he thought that fact 
should be pointed out to the Board. 


Foot-and-Mouth Investigations in Ireland. 


In connection with the further outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease amongst Irish animals at Birkenhead, as 
far as has yet been ascertained it would appear that the 
consignments of live stock in which the animals affected 
with the disease were included were drawn from the 
counties of Cork, Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 
Wexford, and the Department of Agriculture’s veterinary 
inspectors are engaged in tracing back these animals to 
the farmsteads. 

Satisfactory progress is being made with this work, 
and the reports received from the inspectors up to last 
Saturday showed that no foot-and-mouth disease had 
been found in any of the places visited. 


Anthrax Case Action. 


The death of a cow from anthrax was the subject of an 
action at Darlington County Court, recently, when 
William F. Vicars, of White Horse Farm, Sadberge, 
claimed £50 damages from Messrs. Edward Greaves and 
Sons, tanners, Park Leather Works, Sheffield, for the loss 
of the animal which, it was alleged, had drunk water 
contaminated by defendants’ tannery at Sadberge. 

For plaintiff it was stated that his farm buildings and 
one of his fields adjoined defendants’ tannery. There 
was at the top of the field a settling tank belonging to 
defendants, into which the refuse frem the tannery 
flowed. The liquid from this tank went through a drain 
for about 20 yards and then ran down an open gutter 
through plaintiff’s field. 

Last winter plaintiff kept four cows, which were kept 
in the byre and only let out into the field to water. In 
the field was a water trough, fed by a spring, but on 
December 5th, when the cows were let out for water, one 
of them strayed down the fie!d and drank from the gutter. 
It became ill and died the same day. , 

Mr. C. G. Hill, veterinary surgeon, suspected anthrax, 
and his suspicions were confirmed by tests. The only 
source of infection was this gutter, which in September 
last was in such a foul and abominable condition that 
the sanitary authority served a notice upon the defendants 
under the Public Health Acts to abate the nuisance. 

When the cow died, nothing had been done, but after- 
wards the tank was cleaned out and repaired. It was 
well known, said Mr. Richardson, that hides, especially 
foreign hides, were carriers of anthrax. He made a 
microscopical examination of the carcase after the cow 
was killed, and found it teeming with anthrax bacilli. 

He questioned plaintiff if he had been using oilcake, 
and he replied that he had not had any on the farm for 
a considerable time. He came to the conclusion that the 
cow was infected by drinking from the gutter, which was 
filled by the overflow from the tank. 

Evidence of the state of the gutter in December was 
given by James Jackson, assistant health inspector for 
Durham, William J. Pallister, sanitary surveyor, and 
Arthur Porter, sanitary inspector to the Darlington Rural 
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Council, who described it as foul and “ silted up’ 
lime from the settling tank. 

The defence was that the cow was not infected from 
the defendants’ tannery, but from some other source. 
His clients firmly believed they had never had anthrax 
microbes on their premises at all. 

The hides tanned there had all been English hides, 
which had never been known to produce a case of anthrax. 
with the exception of one consignment from Mombaso,. 
and hides from there had also never been known to carry 
the disease. 

Statistics, said counsel, proved that 80 per cent. of the 
deaths of animals in this country from anthrax resulted 
from the use of artificial foods and manures. There had 
been several cases of anthrax in the Darlington district 
within the last ten years, and it had been proved that 
anthrax spores could live for a long time in dust, and 
infection could result from the blowing of dust even after 
a period of ten or twenty years. 

The defence called Dr. James Gordon Parker, president 
of the Society of Leather Dressers’ Chemists and prin- 
cipal of the Leather Dressers’ Company Technical College. 
and Dr. Sidney Howard Brown, bacteriologist, who both 
expressed the opinion that the infection did not come 
from the tannery. Dr. Brown stated that he had micro- 
secopically examined several samples of the settlings from 
the tank and discovered no anthrax bacilli. 

Judge Moore stated that he would give a written judg- 
ment in the case.—- North Mail. 


Veterinary Inspection in the City. 
THE Export or Horses. 


In his annual report as Veterinary Inspector for the 
City, Mr. T. Dunlop Young says that, of the 32,754 
animals slaughtered during the year, 13,332 were calves, 
and 7,232 were heifers. ‘‘ Of the heifers it is interesting 
and regrettable to note,”’ he says, ‘‘ that 1,850 were under 
two years of age. As the price of store cattle is still very 
high, it is difficult to understand why these young females 
were sent to the butcher. We are gradually becoming 
more and more dependent on importation for our beef 
supplies, and, unless something be done soon to produce 
home-fed meat, inhabitants of large cities will, in many 
cases, have to content themselves with chilled or frozen 
meat.’ Under the Horses (Importation and Transit) 
Order, 1912, only 27 horses were imported, compared 
with 205 in 1913. ‘‘ Due to the great increase in motor 
traffic, the trade of importing horses appears to be almost 
extinct.” With regard to the exportation of horses, 
Mr. Dunlop Young says: ‘ As some criticism has again 
appeared in the daily papers on this subject, it is right 
to state here that this diminishing traffic is now almost 
completely controlled by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
At one time the City Corporation, at a considerable cost, 
examined, free of charge, all horses shipped from the 
City. Subsequently, the Ministry took over the respon- 
sibility of certifying the fitness for shipment of those 
animals, and now charge the exporter a fixed sum per 
animal to cover the cost of examination. During the 
year, 4,777 animals, as against 10,915 in 1913, were 
shipped from Custom House Quay and Fresh Wharf. 
No contagious disease was discovered amongst them.” 
Only two cases of suspected rabies were reported by the 
police. The animals, one cat and one dog, were killed by 
the police and the carcases sent to the laboratory for 
examination. In both cases no evidence of the disease 
was found. The City Press. 


Medical and Veterinary Co-operation. 


A valuable step in the right direction, says the veterin- 
ary correspondent of The Field, has been taken recently 
in bringing together for common action and in the interest 
of the public health, the two branches of medicine hitherto 
known as the medical and the veterinary, a distinction 
which has long militated against the progress of patho- 


logical knowledge, the linking up of information acquired 
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by animal doctors with that of the physician and surgeon, 
and the general advancement of science. 

There are many reasons, or at least causes, which have 
operated in hindering a reciprocity that should long since 
have been established. 

The human doctor had long enjoyed a highly respected 
position before the veterinary profession was created, 
and when a few earnest and far-seeing agriculturists 
helped the infant cause to its feet, the students were 
drawn from a class socially inferior, comparatively 
uneducated, the matriculation examination or certificate 
of general education was extremely low, and the curricu- 
lum short and unsatisfactory. 

The medico would have been shocked by a claim to 
equality, and no such pretensions were made by the 
early graduates who were content that there should be 
“a great gulf fixed,” not only between medical and 
veterinary practice, but a class distinction between the 
practitioners of these branches of medicine and surgery. 

A licence to practice medicine could only be obtained 
after passing examinations of stringency and duly qualify- 
ing in one or other of the medical schools, but for another 
sixty years anyone was free to call himself a veterinary 
surgeon, and public appointments were held by unquali- 
fied men as inspectors of markets and fairs, and their 
evidence accepted in courts of law. 

When animal plagues broke out medical men were 
consulted and veterinary practitioners ignored, until it 
was found that they were absolutely indispensable. 

To Professor Hobday, who served with distinction 
during the war, is due the credit of bringing about a com- 
bined meeting of the Royal Society of Medicine and the 
Central Branch of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association under the chairmanship of that distinguished 
comparative pathologist Sir John Bland-Sutton, Bart. 

The communicable diseases from animals to man are 
many and serious, and it is of the first importance that 
comparative pathology should be studied by medical 
and veterinary scientists together and in cordial co- 
operation, placing at one another’s disposal the special 
knowledge that can only be acquired by devotion to 
human sufferers on the one hand, and animals on the 
other. 


The April number of the Journal of the Ministry of 
Agriculture contains among many seasonable and inter- 
esting features an important article by Professor Punnett 
on research in animal breeding—a question of the very 
first importance in a country that can boast not only of 
producing the best live-stock in the world, but must also 
plead guilty to entertaining a very considerable propor- 
tion of the worst. Mr. J. C. Brown, of the Harper-Adams 
College, has some interesting notes on forage crops. The 
war warned us to set our house in order and to establish 
as large a measure of independence as possible in the matter 
of food supplies, and those who will read the four articles 
mentioned above, with a thought for their true signific- 
ance, will realise that they stand for better breeds of 
stock, and for the development of a system which may 
render it possible to double and treble our dairy herds. 
The notes cover a wide field, passing from the second 
meeting of the Agricultural Council for England to dis- 
cussion of store cattle, the present conditions of employ- 
ment in agriculture, the International Institute of 
Agriculture at Rome, the World Congress on Poultry, 
Live Stock Improvement, and many other matters. 

As a protection against the spread of anthrax, a pro- 
hibition is issued against the importation of the following 
goods, on and after June Ist, except through the Port 
of Liverpool, where special conditions will have to be 
observed :—-All goat hair produced in or exported from 
or through India, and all wool and animal hair produced 
in or, exported from or through Egypt, including the 
Anglo-Egyptian Soudan, and all goods mixed therewith. 

A farmer in Dumfriesshire during the war felt he would 
be exceedingly shorthanded during the lambing season, 


which was just at hand. He was advised to write to the 
Labour Department in the War Office asking if that 
Department could assist him with one or two men, and 
pointing out that the matter was urgent. This he did, 
and in reply he received a very courteous letter in which 
the Department stated they would do their best to assist 
him, but asking as a favour if he could not see his way 
to postpone the lambing season for three weeks ! 


VIENNA VETERINARY ASSOCIATION’S GRATITUDE. 


Dr. Huotin, President of the Vienna Association of 
Veterinary Surgeons, writing from Vienna on 21st April, 
Says: 

“Tn answer to your kind letter of the 9th April, 1 beg 
leave to inform you that 1 received already from the 
* Reichsverein der Tierirzte in Oesterreich,” the equivalent 
of the money transmitted by the ‘‘ Imperial War Relief 
Fund,” that is. 66 cans of condensed milk, 25 kg. soap, 
and 25 kg. cocoa, which I distributed among our poorest 
members. 

** Again I express our deepest gratitude.” 


COMPLETE IRISH IMPORT EMBARGO. 


Following upon the occurrence of a further outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease at a Birkenhead lairage, an 
Order of the Minister of Agriculture, dated April 22nd, 
completely prohibits the landing in Great Britain of any 
cattle, sheep, goats, or swine shipped from Ireland after 
that date. This action is taken under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts. 


Lonpon’s MILK SupPPLy. 


The medical officer of St. Pancras Borough Council, 
after an examination of fifty samples of milk supplied 
in the district, reports that eighteen samples of farmers’ 
milk, as delivered at railway stations, were almost without 
exception very bad. Samples taken at milkshops and on 
milk rounds were worse still, indicating a further stage 
in the ill-effects of bad methods of transport and storage, 
lack of cleanliness, and the keeping of the milk at too high 
a temperature. The Council has made representations 
to the Government, urging that, in the interests of the 
cleanliness and purity of London’s milk supply, the 
provisions of the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 
1915, should be brought into operation without delay. 

The Medical Officer of Health for Wirksworth (Derby- 
shire), in his annual report, draws attention to the unusual 
number of notifications of abdominal tuberculosis, and 
the connection between this form of the disease and the 
milk supply. The Tuberculosis Order, introduced in 
1913 to cut off the supply of milk from cows with tuber- 
culosis, was suspended on the outbreak of war, and the 
doctor urges the importance of the systematic inspection 
of cows and cow-sheds. : 


IRELAND AND THE CANADIAN EMBARGO. 

The Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland has issued a long memorandum giving the 
reasons why it is opposed to the removal of the embargo 
on the importation of store cattle from Canada. The 
Department holds that the removal would be more likely 
to raise than to reduce the price of beef to the consumer, 
and that it would endanger the milk supply. 

The main argument advanced is the danger from foot- 
and-mouth disease, which is raging throughout the 
entire world and in both hemispheres, and against which 
total isolation is this country’s one security. Canada, it 
is admitted, is now free from the disease, but she has a 
3,000 miles land frontier, which she cannot possibly guard 
entirely against disease. The admission of Canadian 
store cattle would not add to the supply of fresh beef, but 
it would shake the home cattle-breeding industry. On 
that depends the country’s milk supply, and on our pedigree 
stock also depends in an important sense the Canadian 
and Argentine herds from which come our imported 
frozen meat and fat cattle for slaughter.—.The Times. 
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Heavy SHEEP Frvxs. 

At Grimston Petty Sessions on March 2ist, A. W. 
Warner, farmer, Middleton, was summoned under the 
Diseases of Animals Act for failing to notify between 
the middle of November, 1920, and January 20th, 1921, 
that he had six sheep suffering from scab. Mr. H. C. 
Davies prosecuted on behalf of the Norfolk County 
Council. 

Acting-Sergt. Balls, of the Norfolk Constabulary, 
stated that he visited defendant’s farm on January 20th, 
and saw the sheep with him. Defendant told him that 
Bray, a shepherd, told him last November that there 
was something wrong with the sheep. Mr. Warner 
stated that at the time he examined the sheep and thought 
they were suffering from lice. He had the animals dipped 
and they improved. He also said that he had not examined 
them since until the police came. 

Mr. 8S. E. Hill, M.R.C.V.S., deposed to examining the 
sheep on January 2\st at the farm. Six of the animals 
there were suffering from scab, and two were worse than 
the others. Scab was catching. ‘The sheep had had the 
scab for three or four months, and most of the wool was 
off. That the animals were suffering from scab should 
have been seen by the shepherd three months before. 
An inexperienced man might have thought that the 
animals had lice. 

Defendant said he could not go against what the veterin- 
ary surgeon had said. He had never seen scab before in 
rood life, and did not know what it was. He was fined 

Arthur Henry Rolfe, farmer, Leziate, was summoned 
for a similar offence in respect. of 96 sheep. Acting- 
Sergt. Balls deposed to visiting defendant’s farm on 
January 20th. He asked defendant about the 40 sheep 
he had bought from Warner. He said the wool had 
come off, but he did not know what was the matter with 
the animals. Witness saw 96 ewes rubbing and scratching 
themselves, and practically all the wool was off them. 
Defendant said that the sheep he had bought from Warner 
were worse than his own. 

Mr. Hill, in giving evidence, said ten animals had the 
scab very badly, and nearly all the wool was off the 
remainder. 

Defendant, who said that he had to be in London a 
great deal owing to his wife’s illness, was also fined £30. 


A half-bred ewe belonging to Mr. Barbour, of Westwood, 
Berwick, became so heavy that she could only get about 
with difficulty, and later was unable to rise. Owing to 
lack of exercise, complications set in and she died. On 
a post-mortem examination, it was found that she had 
been carrying eight healthy lambs, and was within a 
month of the time when she was due to lamb. 


Foat anp Nursep By a Cow.-—A States farmer, 
who had the misfortune to lose a mare after foaling, put 
the foal to be nursed along with a calf to a big cow that 
was a great milker. From then until his sale about three 
months ago, the colt and calf took their meals together, 
and seemed to be a happy family—surely a unique case 
of strange adoption. 

She had taken darling Fidokins to the vet.’s and was 
blushingly explaining that the darling was so trouble- 
some in the house. The canine practitioner suggested 
a fortnight’s hospital treatment and at the expiration of 
that period she called again. 

** No success with the case, madam ; in fact, I’m afraid 
the only remedy is a lethal chamber.” 

“Oh, if you really think that,”’ she said briskly, “ I'll 
go and buy one at once. Where could I get it?” 


Some Farm Stocks Disease History. 

“It is only in comparatively recent times,” says the 
agricultural correspondent of the Glasgow Herald, “ that 
the United Kingdom, ‘the stock farm of the world,’ has 
taken systematically to its own protection from such 
major communicable annual es as rinderpest, 


pleuro-pneumonia, and foot-and-mouth disease. 
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culosis, anthrax, contagious abortion, swine fever, and 
minor ills are being warred against with such increasing 
resourcefulness that practical extinction is regarded as 
something more than a dream, so far as these islands are 
concerned. The day of enlightened backing for all the 
working specialists is well ahead no doubt, and while 
communal indifference lasts a clean bill of health is 
delayed. Of the so-termed minor diseases, contagious 
abortion has probably caused more serious losses in recent 
years than tuberculosis, anthrax, and swine fever com- 
bined, and the state of the law in regard to the marketing 
and general disposal of infected animals is a disgrace to 
a nation which claims to be advanced in sanitary measures. 

Rinderpest, of which this country had disastrous 
experience in 1865-66, is so old an Asiatic disease that 
it is impossible to trace its origin. It found something 
like a permanent breeding ground on the Russian steppes, 
from which infection spread westward in the sixties. 
Whether the evil reached this country by way of Holland, ° 
then a considerable business centre for English and Scot- 
tish cattle dealers, is uncertain, but it was estimated to 
have cost this country from £7,000,000 to £8,000,000. 
Some authorities put the loss at higher figures. Before 
the rinderpest days this country had exceedingly heavy 
losses from pleuro-pneumonia, which had been well 
known in Central Europe for at least a hundred years. 
The East of England had first experience of the disease 
about 1839. Between the late forties and the early 
sixties some notable Scottish breeders had their disasters. 
Mr. Alexander Bowie, Mains of Kelly, Arbroath, one of 
the most accomplished men of his time in the Aberdeen- 
Angus ranks, had several smitings from pleuro-pneumonia. 
His clever neighbour, Mr. William Fullerton, from whom 
Mr. Wm. M’Combie secured the foundation for the Pride 
of Aberdeen family, had his herd of 100 animals swept 
off in five months of 1859. It was the conviction that 
he could never build up a herd equal to the one he had 
lost through the scourge that turned the late Earl of 
Southesk to the breeding of Herefords and then to the 
formation of a herd of Highland cattle. 

Foot-and-mouth disease is the existing trouble all over 
Western Europe. The Argentine is never quite free 
from it. About five years after the rinderpest scourge 
Scotland had one of its worst experiences of the foot-and- 
mouth trouble. In those days stock owners did not 
greatly concern themselves when outbreaks occurred so 
long as pigs and dairy cows remained unaffected. Among 
feeding cattle losses were not serious as arule. A stamping- 
out suggestion would have been received with scorn at that 
time. The Argentine has never resorted to the whole- 
sale slaughter method of dealing with the disease, for the 
simple reason that stamping out at one centre would be 
useless, while wholesale killing would land the country 
in a form of bankruptcy.” 


Rations for Live Stock.—Amongst the miscellaneous 
publications of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
is “ Rations for Live Stock,’’ by Professor T. B. Wood, 
of Cambridge. This pamphlet offers a simple method 
of working out suitable rations for all animals, and shows 
the composition and nutritive value of many feeding 
stuffs and the relation between live-weight and food 

uirement. Professor Wood emphasises the important 
fact that the value of the feeding stuff depends on the 
proportion that can be digested, and the pamphlet con- 
tains figures giving the nutritive value of a large number 
of foods and the nutritive ratio of the repair to the fuel 
content. Advice is offered on the question of buying 
feeding stuffs, and figures are supplied giving the best 
measure of the relative productive value of various con- 
centrated foods. 

An important section is that dealing with the general 
properties of feeding stuffs. It is followed by notes on 
the rations for fattening bullocks, for cows, calves, sheep, 
horses and pigs. Even successful stock owners may 
find in the light of this work that they have been feeding 
wastefully and that a better balanced ration may add 
to the worth and condition of the stock fed. 
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Lack or Lime IN Sorts. 


It has become an urgent necessity to renew the lime 
on British farms. In the 18th century or earlier farmers 
practised liming and chalking so extensively that they 
built up the soil for generations to come. Their descend- 
ants have inherited their labours, and have been put to 
small expense in respect of lime. But there are limits 
to the possibilities of living upon ancestral capital, and 
British farmers must now consider seriously the renewal 
of lime upon their lands. There are sure indications 
that fields stand in need of this fertiliser. On grass land 
the gradual accumulation of a skin or mat of undecayed 
vegetable matter is an indication. Other indications 
are the absence of clovers and in patches the total dis- 
appearance of the herbage. On arable lands unreliability 
in clover, lucerne, barley, turnips and swedes gives a 
timely notice that the soil is turning sour. 


The war destroyed the last remnants of prejudice against 
frozen meat in this country and on the continent. 
Demand is tending to overtake supply. It is estimated 
that whereas 50 years ago there were 300 million potential 
meat eaters in the world, there are to-day 587 millions. 
Weddel’s Report. 


International Horse Show.—The list of the prizes, 
totalling £5,500, to be offered at the International Horse 
Show at Olympia has been issued. The show, as in 
previous years, includes, in addition to the international 
jumping competitions, classes for harness horses, 
four-in-hands, riding horses, officers’ chargers, mounted 
constables, and polo ponies. The show opens on Saturday, 
June 18th, immediately after Ascot, and coincides with 
the International Polo Matches at Hurlingham. Officers 
from the French, Italian, Spanish, Dutch, Belgian, and 
Swedish armies wiil probably participate in the military 
competitions. Entries for the show close on May 9th. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors shoul’ reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


Notice re Annual Meeting R.C.V.S. 


Dear Sir,—In connection with the Annual General 
Meeting of the Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, to be held at the Royal (Dick) VeterinaryCollege, 
Summerhall, Edinburgh, at 12 noon, on Thursday, June 
2nd, I am hoping to be able to arrange with the railway 
company for seats to be reserved for members travelling 
from King’s Cross by the 10 a.m. or 1-20 p.m. trains on 
Wednesday, June Ist. Owing to the industrial situation, 
nothing can be guaranteed until nearer the time, and 
the hour of the departure of the trains may be altered. 
If, however, members who intend to travel from King’s 
Cross on June Ist, will send in their names to me before 
the 3lst inst., stating particularly whether they intend 
to take the early or the later train, I will try to arrange for 
seats to be reserved, so that the parties may travel 
together.—Yours faithfully, Frep BuLiock, Secretary, 
R.C. V.S. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1., 3rd May, 1921. 


Vaccine Distribution Controversy. 


Sirs,—Under the above heading in this week’s issue of 
the Veterinary Record, 1 notice with profound regret, 
Sir John M’Fadyean’s resignation from the N.V.M.A., of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

The circumstances which caused Sir John to resign are 
the outcome of misinterpretation and conclusions formed 
in a hasty manner. It may be invidious for one who is 
not a member of the council of the N.V.M.A. to criticise 


the wisdom of the decision of that body in causing the 
letter to be sent to Sir John, but I would respectfully 
suggest that it would have been more correct to have 
made enquiry as to the method of distribution of the 
vaccine by the Research Institute before sending a vote of 
censure to the Director of the Institute. 

As a veterinary surgeon, practising in an important 
agricultural and breeding district, may 1 be permitted 
to recite my experience ? <A certain landowner and 
farmer, who is a member of the Shire Horse Society 
wished to avail himself of Sir John’s offer; the first 
intimation | had of my client’s desire was the receipt 
from the Institute of a supply of vaccine No. 1 for his 
mares, each ampoule was legibly inscribed vaccine No. 1, 
mare Blossom, Scott, &c., &c.; in due course, vaccine 
No. 2 arrived for the mares; the vaccine for foals is in 
my surgery awaiting the arrival of the foals. 

As far as I could perceive, there was never any intention 
on the part of Sir John to supply any vaccine direct to 
owners. In my opinion, the conduct of the Derbyshire 
Veterinary Association and the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
is ultra vires, and it deserves the condemnation of all those 
country practitioners who have been fighting joint-ill 
and its sequele for a great number of years.—-Yours 
faithfully, Horace L. Roserrts. 

1394 Handford Road, Ipswich, 23rd April, 1921. 


** Roaring ’’ Detection. 


Sirs, 1 should like to ask through the medium of your 
columns if some practitioner would kindly inform me as to 
how one detects the sound of ‘“* Roaring.” 

1.--After thorough galloping of horse, differentiating 
from sounds arising other than in the larynx ? 

2. After galloping a horse for roaring, is he considered 
unsound because of a noise which can only be heard 
whilst standing listening by the nostrils and face, and is 
not ‘‘ whistling,’’ and no abnormal sound can be heard at 
larynx or trachea ? 

Furthermore, how would one describe the sound of 
roaring ? 

The above questions have arisen from the examination 
of a shire stallion, undoubtedly making a ‘ rasping rattle,” 
heard in nostril—face area, but without the slightest 
laryngeal or tracheal sounds. 

A pronouncement by recognised veterinarians would 
be greatly appreciated by, Yours truly, Srupent. 

Llanelly, 23rd April, 1921. 


The Breech Presentation in the Cow. 


Sirs, -This is another addition to the several com- 
munications which have appeared of late in the Record— 
on the methods of bringing about delivery in this particular 
presentation in the cow. Without egotism this is the one 
presentation I do like in the cow. I use every means 
possible to get the cow to stand on her legs —but if working 
on the ground is inevitable, I have two sacks filled with 
chaff placed so as to elevate the hind quarters—TI then, 
with steady and gentle force between the throes push the 
calf back into the womb, and reach down and grasp the 
limb above the hock, and pull the hock up above the 
pelvic bones. If I cannot do this without the aid of a 
rope I pass one round the limb above the hock and then 
slip it down over the hock which can then be pulled up 
easily. The rope can then be slipped down over the fet- 
lock. I then turn the toe back, and by applying gentle 
pressure to the hock with one hand, the toe can be gently 
pulled up with the rope by the other hand. Care should 
be taken that this is done between the throes, because 
just at that moment the cow might have a pain and the 
toe be pushed through the wall of the uterus. Although 
this has never happened with me, I always warn my client 
of the possibility. In most cases I do not use a rope or 
instrument of any kind. After getting the hock up, I 
then reach down and turn the toe back, grasp the limb 
below the hock in such a position that the major force 
can be applied in pushing the hock back and manipulating 
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the limb into position. The same procedure is used 
in getting the other limb. There is certainly a good 
deal of knack about it (call it skill if you like). Text 
books do not make obstetricians, and one never or seldom 
has two cases alike, because, of course, one always has to 
reckon with the cow. She may be good tempered or 
otherwise. She may stand up, or she may not—the throes 
may be strong and frequent or otherwise. She may 
have plenty of room or she may not, and she may have a 
live calf or two calves, and she may not, etc., ete. Of all 
presentations in the mare I think the breech is the worst. 
Owing to the length of the limb—from the hock downwards 
is almost impossible to turn the legs back. 

f it is a case where I cannot by any means reach the hock 
or hocks I never attempt delivery—-because it usually 
ends in destroying the mare after nearly destroying oneself 
with work. If I can reach the limb above the hock, 
I pass a rope round it, slip it down over the hock, pull the 
hock up, cut the gastrocnemius tendon, pass the rope 
round the limb above the hock so as to bind the tibia and 
metatarsus together and, with help, the limb can be 
drawn out sufficiently to complete the severing of the 
limb at the hock. The other limb is dealt with in the 
same way and delivery brought about. Of course, one 
has the same “ifs” to reckon with as with the cow. 

J. P. Rarvron. 
Builth, Wells, 25th April, 1921. 


Army Veterinary Service. 
Whitehall, April 19th, 1921. 
The KING has been pleased, by Warrants under His 
Majesty’s Royal Sign Manual, to grant permission to 
wear the undermentioned Decorations of the Order of the 
Nile which have been conferred by His Highness the 
Sultan of Egypt in recognition of valuable services 
rendered :— 
ORDER OF THE NILE. 
Third Class. 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John James Bonifant Tapley, 
M.R.V.C.S.—( Ex. London Gazette, 22nd April, 


War Orrice, THE Lonpon GazEeTrE—TERRITORIAL 
Forces. 
April 25th. 

Captain W. F. Aston (late R.A.V.C.) to be Captain, prec. 
January 8th 1919 (April 11th). 

April 26th.—Capt. R. Hayes (late R.A.V.C.) to be 
Capt., with precedence as from Dec. 15th, 1916 (April 
15th); Capt. J. McCunn (late R.A.V.C.) to be Capt., 
with precedence as from July 22nd, 1919 (April 15th). 


REGULAR FORCEs. 
April 28th.—-Major A. G. Todd, C.B.E., D.S.O., to be 
acting Lt.-Col. while holding the appointment of A.D.V.S. 
(March 11th). 


May 3rd.—To be temp. Captain:—F. W. Pawlett 
(April 14th); to be temp. Lt. :—H. Gillmor (April 11th). 


Obituary. 


We regret to record the death, which occurred at her 
residence on Sunday, of Mrs. Lawson, wife of Mr. Alexander 
Lawson, M.R.C.V.8., of Roselands, Ashton-on-Mersey. 

The late Mrs. Lawson had been in failing health for some 
time, but the fatal illness only commenced on the previous 
Friday. Mrs. Lawson, who was at one period prominently 
identified with Sale Unitarian Church, was sister-in-law 
of the late Mr. Sidney Smelt, the former Manchester City 
Coroner. Her husband is a justice of the peace for 
Cheshire, member and ex-chairman of Ashton-on-Mersey 
District Council and a widely known veterinary surgeon. 


Marriage. 


Metrtam—Easton.—On the 12th January, 1921, at 
St. Mary’s Church, Pretoria, N., South Africa, by the 
Rev. J. M. Short, M.A., Captain Richard W. M. Mettam, 
M.R.C.V.S., eldest son of the late Principal Mettam, 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, Dublin, to Florence 
Agnes (Queenie), eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Easton, 
Ouderstepoort, Pretoria. 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. Summary of Returns. 


Foot- Glanders jn 
Anthrax. and-Mouth (including wine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy).* 
ow 
IRELAND. Outbreaks 
Week ended 23rd April, 1921 | ne ove | | one | 2 2 1 2 
1920 ons cee eve ose 3 1 2 
Corresponding Week in 1919 ete sot coe one os 2 4 1 9 
1918 oa in 2. den 
Total for 17 weeks, 1921 ... | _ ow | 2 41 | ont | 37 129 22 | 162 
1920 1 1 wit 1 3 56 139 4 15 
Corresponding period in { 1919 san en we 1 1 56 139 16 57 
1918 1 1 -“ 57 151 7 27 


Notr.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 25th April, 1921. 


